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TO THE. 
READER. 


T ewould be improper to detain the ſerious reader, 
T1 by a long preface, from the profit and pleaſure 
” ehich the following excellent little Book will yield 
him. Indeed it is ſcarcely neceſſary to prefix by this 
Hort advertiſement the reaſons for reprinting it, as the 
very entrance into the book will ſhew its propriety. owe 


. 
* 


The Editor found it among a parcel e old loau priced 
books in a book-ſeller's ſhop in London, and was prompted 
to bay it chiefly by the uncommonneſs of the title. It lay 
among his books unread a confider able time ajter his re« 
turn to America, when affairs between our Parent= 
Country and her colonies began to have a ſeriaus aſped : 
ſo that it was after aur preſent broubles had made ſome 
progreſs, that be became acquainted with the contents 
of this manual. But 2 read ing it, be diſcovered ſo 
firiking a reſemblance between the flate of things bie | 
gave occaſion for the author's wuriting it, and that gie of +4 


tending our own nation and country; "and conſegi 
ſuch an accommodation of its ſentiments to our ſituations 
that he immediately recommended it to thi peruſal of 
every thoughtful perſon of his acquainiauce. bas | 
been not only approved. but admired, by every ſuch per- 
ſon who had the opportuuity of reading it. And although ”" 
the Editor has the pleaſing bope, that many people baue 4 
reaped benefit from this picus performance as it has 
been out of his hands a long time, and circulating in the 
city of New-York; yet, as there was no other copy to 
tibgad, it could not beceme ſo generally uſeful as every 
| Chrifliau 
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| Criſtian muſt wiſh." For theſe reaſons it it was thought 


expedient to re-print as many copies of the Book as were, - 


likely to be diſpoſed of. And it is ſent to the preſa, awith= 
out certainly knowing that. a ſufficient number will pre- 
ſently be fold to defray the expences, though. with a fair. 
probability that the demand * the book wwill ſoon reim- 
burſe the charges. 


If it would weigh any bing, the Editor. could give 
the book his hearty recommendation to all orders of men; 


Eſpecially in this remarkable Day OF THE LoRD re- 
Hpecting our Britiſb realm, and the American colonies in 


particular. But it will avail more, to ſay, that ſeve- 
ral perſons fer ſuperior to him in piety and learns g havs 
encouraged its re publication from the Proſpect of us very 
aſeſul tendency. He will only add his bearty prayer to 
HIM abo created the world, and gave HIMSELF 
zo redeem it, that HE will be pleaſed to make the beok 
efetual in our country to the ends for which it qa 
auritten, viz. for the CONSOLATION of the AFFLICT= 
ED and the AWAKENING of the CARELESS and PRO+ 
FLIGATE. | 


JAMES SAYRE, 


Brookiyn, Loxc-TSsLAx PD, 


Jux, 1780. 


A. «s a _— OM MY ” a 


GOD's THOUGHTS 


OF 


PEACE in WAR, 


; UR lot is caſt in ſuch times, when both 
the temporal and ſpiritual judgments of 

God walk thraugh the earth, yet amidſt the ge- 
neral coldneſs and ſupinity they are attended ta 
by very few, that God muſt call not only to the 
careleſs and finners, but likewiſe to many teach- 
ers, Awake thou that ſleepeſt, Eph. v. 14. Awarey 
ariſe. For the generality, and even ſome teach- 
ers, lie in a deadly lethargy without a fingle 
thought about their ſouls, and the ſalvation of 
them ; others are in ſome degree, though not 
perfectly awakened; they are rather in a kind of 
ſlumber, without any clear light or ſenſe of the 
danger of their own ſouls and thoſe of others, 
and therefore do not work out their ſalvation with 
fear and trembling. But how can iuch ſtand in 
ſafety before the judgments of God; and God 
is now chaſtening the careleſs world and already 
the fire of war, as the miniſter of his wrath, blazes 
with d:ffrudive vehemence? Is it poſſible to bg 
careleis noa Who weuld indulge himſelf in 
fleep wien his own or his neighbour's hogge is in 
a flame? Who will not readily ariſe and then 

6 ; , 't 
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(2) , 
the perſon who awaked him-? In like manner 
who will not at the fiery judgments of God awake 
from the fleep of fin, and let himſelf be cleanſed 
from all carnality and worldlineſs, that he may 
deliver his ſoul and not. be condemned with the 


world, or not periſh amidſt the judgments of 
God ? | 


But even the wiſe virgins, the believers, and 


even true and wiſe teachers and ſervants of God, 
are often overcome with ſlumber ; therefore our 
Saviour calls to them alſo, Awake, ariſe, 1 Cor. 
XV. 34. bat I ſay to you, T ſay to all, watch, 
Mark x11. 37. Here our Saviour would rouze 
all, and keep them continually alert and vigilant, 

This awakening is daily neceſſary, as to all, 
eſpecially to teachers, and they never can find 
themſelves ſo awakened and ſtrengthened, that it 
is not neceſſary for them daily to be continually 
awakening themſelves more, and ſtrengthening 
themſelves in faith. They very well know what 
an awakened and upright teacher Timotby was, 
St. Paul himſelf giving him this character, J 
Anocu no man like-minded. 

Yet, in his ſecondepiſtte to him, chap 1. ver. 6. 
he puts him in mind to /tir up the gift of God in 
him. If to this ſo upright biſhop, and true diſ- 
ciple, it was neceſſary to ſtir up the gifts which 
were in him, and as it were continually be blow- 
ing up a fire ſmoaking under the aſhes, much, 
more in our cool times will it be neceſſary for all 
teachers to. be daily awakening themſelves, leſt 
the gifts they have received, inſtead of increaſing 
as they ſhould, dzcreaſe. | 4 

And ſhould not the moſt faithful teachers every 
day thoroughly awaken themſelves, and be con- 
tinually ſtrengthening themſelves, and increaſe 
8 \ in 
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63) 
in the ſpirit of faith, when even Jeſus, accord- 
ing to his anointed, and human nature, defired 
to grow and increaſe in ſpirt; ; and the Meſſiah, 
ſays, Iſaiah, chav. i. verſe 4, 5, He Ci. e. the 
father) awakeneth me every m rning, he awaken- 
eth mine ear ſo that I hear as a diſciple. The Lord 
God has epened mine ear that I am not rebellious nor 
turn awsy back. Ob how ſhould not then every 
- believer. eſpecially every teacher, early every 
morning call to mind theſe words, and awaken 
himſelf, as it were anew, and from his heart pray, 
Oh, like the ſun, may I fulkl | 
Th' appointed duties of th day, 
With ready mind and active will, 
March on and keep the heavenly way. 

Teachers are called thepherds and watchmen; 
watc men on the walls, as Iſ-iah 1-11. verſe 6. 
have ſet watchmen upon thy walls, O Jeruſalem, 
which ſhall never hold their peace day nor night, 
and they ſol] think upon the Lord that there may be 
no ſilence among you, &c. How therefore ſhall not 
ſuch daily quicken themſelves that they may be 
truly watchful and keep a ſtrict look-ent, that, 
at th e firſt appearance of any danger, they may 
warn and awaken others, for if ſhepherds and 
watchmen themſelves ſleep, how ſhall the people, 
the pcor ſheep, be awekened and warned of their 


danger 


If ever there has been a time when to all, even 
the moſt faithful teachers, it was neceſſary to be 
thoroughly awakened, it is certainly the preſent, 
when God ſends forth his judgments over the 
| world, and permits the ſword to commit ſach 
havock among mankind: amidſt ſuch judgments 
and cala mities of war, let faithful teachers chiefly 
: attend ta themſelves, for they know from Gods 
hes ©'$ Wor 


. - 

word that the divine judgments begin at the houſe 
and ſan tuary of God, as St. Peter ſays in his 
firſt epiſtle; chap. iv. verſe 17. For the time is 
com? when the Judgment muſt begin at the houſe of 
God. And if it firft begin at us, what fhall be the 
end then of them who obey not the goſpel of God, 
Accordingly faithfui teachers are the firſt, who, 
amidſt ſuch judgments, enter moſt deeply into 
themſelves, ſearch their hearts and ways, humble 
themſelves in repentance, and cleanſe and purify 
themſelves, and their whole houſe, from all the 
d roſs of the love of the world and a conformity 


to it, that they may not be firſt melted down by 


judgments, mu h leſs be condemned by the 
world; likewiſe that they may not be vext by an 
evil conſcience, or terrified by a ſervile fear, but 
rather, according to the divine promiſe, have 


joy in the day of calimity, and by prayer and 


ſupplication make :hem/jelves as a wall, and be 
able to tand in the gap, Ezekiel xxii. 30. Ha- 
ving thus firſt awakened themſe ves, they will 
not fail, according to the expreſs command of 
God, and out of compaſſi:n and love, to labour 
likewiſe thoroughly to awaken their hearers. 
Therefore at the commencement of ſuch viſita- 
tions they faithfully admoniſh them or ſet before 


them their transgreſſions by which they have, as 


it were, forced God to threaten them with his 
vengeance, or actually to vifit them, that they 
may not periſh in their ir-repentance unadmo- 
niſhed, and their deſtruction may not in any wiſ- 
be chargeable on their teachers. 
They know that the Lord has bound up all 
the ſouls of their hearers with their ſoul, and 


will therefore require of their hands the blood of 
neglected and unadmoniſhed ſouls, for amĩdſt 


the 
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3 CET. : 
the miſeries of war and other-plagues, they call 
to mind the words of our Lord. as ſet forth by 
the prophet Ezekiel, chap. xxxiii- Son of man 
Jpeak to thy people, and ſay unto them, when ] bring 
the ſword upon this land, and the people chuſe a man 
from among /t themſelves, and appoint him their 
evatchman; if, when he ſees the ſword come upon 
the land, he blows the trumpet and warns the 
people; then, whoſoever heareth the 'ſaund. of the 
trumpet and taketh not warning, if the Lord come 
and cut him off, his blood ſhall be upon his head. 
He heard the ſound of the trumpet and took not 
warning, his blood ſhall be upon him, but he that 
taketh warning all deliver his ſoul. But, if the 
ewatchman ſee the ſword come and blow not the 
trumpet, and do not warn the people; if the ſword 
come and cut off any among them, they are cut off 
For their iniquities, but their blood will J require 
at the ewatchman's hands. And now, O ſon of 
man, I have ſet thee a watchman unto the houſe of 
{jrael, therefore thou ſhalt hear the word of my 
mouth, and war them from me: when 1 ſay unto 
the wicked, O wicked man, thou Halt ſurely die, 
if thou doeſt not ſpeak to warn the wicked from his 
abay, that wicked man ſhall die in his iniquity, 
but his blood will I require at thy hand. Newer- 
theleſs, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn 
From it, if he does not turn from his way he ſhall 
die in his wickedneſs So likewiſe chap. iii 17, 
18. Son of man, I have mad? thet a watchman 
unto the houſe of 1ſrarl : therefore hear the word at 
7 mouth, and give them warning from me When + 
"ſay unto the wicked. thou“ ſhalt ſurely die, and 
thou giveſt bim not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn 
the wicked from his wicked way, to ſave his life, 
the ſam? wicked man JT dis for his iniquity, but 
I | at 


(6) 
at thine hand will J require his blood. There- 
fore the faithful teacher thinks within himſelf; 
was it neceſſary to a prophet under immediate in- 
ſpiration, that the Lord ſhould more than once 
repreſent to him, how he was ſtationed as a 
watchman, and muſt warn the people, as other- 
wiſe he would bring en himſelf the guilt of their 
death and extinction; O then how much more 
neceſſary is it that I ſhould have theſe words con- 
tinually before mine eyes, and warn the people 
committed to my charge of their loſt condition ! 
Faithful teachers will labour to preſerve them- 
ſelves and others from ſervile fe:r and deſpon- 
dence, withal carefully abſtaining from ſhallow 
conſolations, which only further intoxicate men, 
otherwiſe too careleſs, and confirm them in their 
ſupinity, that they may not be found among 
_ thoſe of whom God ſays, Jer. vi. 14. They com- 
fort the people in their diſtreſs, that they ſhould not 
lay it to heart and ſay, peace, peace, yet is there no 
peace. For thereby the ſalutary end of God's 
Jadgments is fruſtrated. The ſcope of God's 
vindictive juſtice is that we ſhould repent, and 
with contrite hearts throw ourſelves into God's 
arms and ſupplicate for mercy, that the puniſh- 
ments we have well deſerved may be averted or 
mitigated ; but when careleſs perſons are, by 
empty confolations, encouraged to reſt in this ſo 
wretched ſupinity, and to think that they have 
nothing to fear, that diſtreſs and danger are afar ; 
of, they continue in their fin and irrepentance, - 
ar. J at length may die and periſh in them. = 
In general it is ſaid of the wicked, that they 
imagine God's judgments to be far from them, 
as David, Pſzim x. 4 6. The wicked, through . 
the pride of his heart, cares not fir God, God is not 
C in 
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So : ( £ ) | | | 
Ii all his thoughts, he goes on in the way of vio- 
lence, thy judgments are out of his fight ; as for his 
enemies he puffeth at them, he ſays in his heart, I 
ball newer be caſt down; T ſhall newer be in ad- 
verſity: and, if to this be added a ſhallow con- 
ſolation from thoſe on whom it is incumbent to 
admoniſfſi and reprove, ſupinity gathers ſtrength, 
and nobody awakes to conſider himſelf, and call 
on God with a truly penitent heart, as in If. Ixiv. 
7. There is none that calleth upon the, that ſtir- 
reth up himſelf to take hold of thee. Such torpid 
. ſecurity is a ſure ſign that God's judgments are 
near or prelent ; being by our Saviour himſelf 
noted as a preſage of the approach of judgments, 
As in the days before the deluge,” there was eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
till the day that Noah æuent into the ark, but they 
regarded it not, till the flood came and tock them all 
. away; Jo alſo ſhall the coming of the fon of man 
* Matt. xiv: 48730. 9 Dee 
Our God firit threatens. us and gives us a 
diſtant view of his judgments, then gradually ap- 
proaches them, yet not ſo as immediately to diſ- 
charge his whole wrath on a nation, but being 
patient and long-ſuffering he gives men time and 
reſpite for repentance, and in his mercy oſten 
averts an impending danger. This patience and 
clemency of God ſhould the more forcibly lead 
men to repentance; but they frequently abuſe 
the divine longnimity to negligence, and think 
that as God does not tmmedi:tely ſend forth hig 
viſitations, and has turned away this and that 
imminent danger, he will always do ſo, and never 
puniſh them; thus they go on in their ſecurity, 
proceed from ſin to fin, and quite fill up the 
meaſure of their tranſgreſſions, as Solomon ſays, 
| | | " Eceleſ. 


Eccleſ. viii. 11. Beeauſe fenteuce against an evi 
ework is not executed ſpeedily, therefore the heart of 
zhe ſons of men is fully ſet to do evil, For inſtead 
of ſeeing the abomination of fin they make light 
of it; from the long-ſuffering and clemency of 
God, they imagine him to be ſuch as themſelves, 
that fin is with him a light thing, and he will 
never puniſh them. Thus it is that ſuch perſons 
_ oblige God at length to employ his chaſtiſements, 
as it is ſaid Pſalm I. 51. Theſe things haſt thou 
done and I kept filence ; thou thoughreſt that I was 
- altogether ſuch as thyſelf, but I will reprove thee, 
and ſet them in order before thine eyes; and verſe 
22, mark this ye that forget God, leſt I tear ye in 
pieces and there be none to deliver, God will now 
awaken all to real watchfulneſs and repentance, 
for he will yet ſpare longer and not take away 
men in their fin; Le will diſperſe all our ene- 
mies, and however great their power is, he will, 
as he is able, defend us from them; but he wills g 
alſo that we turn to him, hearken to him and . 
walk in his ways; accordingly he declares, Pſalm 
Ixxxi. 14, 15. Had my people hearkened. unto me, 
bad Iſrael walked in my ways I ſhould ſoon have 7 
ſubdued their enemies, and turned my hand againſt | 
their adverſaries; and Jer. xviii. 7, 8. At what f 
inſtant 1 ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation and cone 1 
cerning à kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down and 
N 
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to deftroy it; if that nation, againſt whom I have 
pronounced, turn from their evil way, I will re- 
pent of the evil that I thought to do unte them. 
Thus God is inclined to turn aſide from us the 
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: 
evils with which he has declaredly threatened us, * 
but we muſt turn to the Lord; that is indiſpen- t 
ſibly neceſſary, therefore verſe 11. Behold I 1 
Frame en evil againſt ycu, and diviſe a dewice 2 
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=, 
rgainſt you, therefore return every one from his evil 
aways, and make your ways and your doings good. 
If this be done, God will rejoice to preſerve us 
from harm; it is only turning to him with our 


' whole heart. Further it is ſaid, but they ſay there 


is no hope, we will walk after our own devices, 
and we will every one do the imaginations of his 
eaun evil heart, Thus men do not turn at all 
God's warnings and threatenings, and will not 
believe, that he is fo diſpleaſeg-at ſin; and like- 
wiſe, as again, in Pſalm xc. 11. But who be- 
fieves that thou art ſo angry, and who'is afraid ſor 
zhy Gilpleafure © Thus all ſink deeper into ſecu- 
rity, till ſudden dęſtruction overwhelms them, 
till their own fad experience teaches them faith; 
then they are forced to believe that God is holy 
mart LET es 
This ſecurity is greatly: fomented by the in- 
numerable falſe: reports, whether good or bad, 
comfortable and joyful, or melancholy ard dif. 
couraging, The firſt, the joyful falſe reports 
tend only to ſecurity, when, as in /. xxyiil. 15. 
men make lies their refuge ; and thus are diverted 
from:ſupplicating and calling on God only for 


_ comfort and aſſiſtance, as our ſole refuge. Me- 


lancholy reports are alſo promotives of ſecurity ; 
for men finding that ſo many melancholy accounts 
prove falſe, they come to believe nothing, even 


when danger and the ſcourge is already at their 


Such being the ſecurity of mankind, that all 


are falling into a ſlumber; and even believers, the 
' wife virgins themſelves, are not able ſufficiently 
to withſtand the illapſes of fleep, and keep them- 
ſelves from every kind of ſecurity ; it is fit that 
all well meaning teachers ſhould ariſe, and uſe 


their 


6100 
their utmoſt efforts for awakening others; they 
Mould think T am called and am a watchman on 
tus walls; the Lord himſelf has placed me as a 
War hman over this people; then muſt I firſt 
ronze my elf to vigilance, circumſpection and ac- 
rivi:y, that if all others fl-ep, I may not, but 
wake and waten to ſe» whether any danger be 
near, and give notice to my peope. 
Faithful teachers not only are called, and in 

reality ate watehmen on the walls, but they alſo 
are, and are called, meſſengers and angels of 
peace, as in Iſa. xxxiii. 7. Behold their meſſen- 
gers cry and the angels of peace, mourn bitterly ; and 
map. lit. 7. How beautiful an the. mountains are 
2% get of thoſe whos bring tidings. that publiſh 
falvation, that ſay to Zion thy God is King. Well 
inou;d true evangelical teachers think on theſe 
words in Lſaiah lvii. 19. J create the fruits of the 
lips; peace, pence to him that is far off, and to ſ 
him that is near; ſarch the Lord, and I will heat c 
them. Thus they know, that the meſſage of peace tl 
muit be their chief buſineſs, and, ascat all times, I h 
40 in tic midſt of war, and other divine judge- 21 
ments; for as in all. his judgments, ſo likewiſe || 
in the molt terlible wars God has. zhoughts of Ip 
peace; he is termed, and is a G of peace, and m 
has not only permitted peace to be. procured to te 
usb at an ineſtimable price, Chriſt his ſon, and m 
tne redemption and reconciliation wrought by ca 
him, but likewiſe inſtituted the paſtoral office to || yg, 
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4 reach peace and reconciliation..! Therefore in- ge, 
1 telligent ans faithful teachers; as meſſengers of . 
15 peace, chießy attend to explain and illuſtrate to La. 
i bi the people Gud's pacifie thoughts, and draw and ne 
7m intreat them, that they would repent and turn az 
Wo 4 
i 


to this God of peace, reconciled to them through 
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Chriſt, and thus come to the only true, perma- 
nent peace. 1 

Of God's thoughts of peace in war, as a moſt re- 
viving ſubject, I hall now treat more at large. | 
May the Lord, by means of his word; and thro? 
the emanations of his ſpirit, open his heart :0 
me, that we may perceive what thoughts of 
peace he has towards us, amidſt all the wars and 
commotions of the world, that with penitent and 
aſſured hearts we may reſt on his pacike heart, 
and there find peace and tranquillity for our 
ſouls, amidſt all the uproar of the world. n 
In theſe times I think we cannot be emploved 
in a more neceſſary conſideration, than God's 
thoughts of peace in bar; for now, as all God's 
Judgments, and particularly very bloody and wide 
ſpreading wars are breaking in on us; careleſs 
perſons murmur againſt God, or againſt the in- 
ſtruments of his judgments, and thus make their 
ſufferings and calamities worſe. They do not 
conſider the hand which ſmites them, char is, 
they do not think on their fins, by which they 
have forced God to viſit them with his jugdments, 
and thus look for the cauſes of their plagues in 
others, and not in themſelves; and inſtead of re- 
pen ing of. their fins, increaſe them by their mur- 
murs and impatience,' Now, to ſuch, faithful-. 
teachers will repreſent the words in which Jere- 
miah in the vwth chapter of his Lamentations, 
calls upon the ch.liren of Iſrael, Who then Fall ; 
dare to ſay that this cometh to paſs without the Lord's 
command ? And that neither good ner evil procted 
rom the mouth of the Moſt High: wherefore doth 
a living man complain? every un? for the puniſ- 
ment of his fins. Let us ſearch, and try aur ways, 
and turn again to the Lerd, Let us lift up our — 
8 5 wit 
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ewith our Landi, 10 God in the heavens. We have | 
tranſgreſſed and rebelled, and juſtly haft thou not ö 


pardoned US. 


Is then nothing fallen out but by the divine 


order, and on this account, that we have finned 
and been diſobedient? Then is it an abſurdity 


to exclaim againſt men, as they cannot go a ſtep 
farther than God permits them, they being only 
his inſtruments. Thus when a depredatory peo- 


ple had invaded the Iſraelites, they were to look 


up to the Lord in a firm perſuaſion that it was 


God had delivered them up to ſuch a people for 
their fins, according to the words of Iſaiah lxii. 


24, 25. Who gave Jacob far a ſpoil, and Iſrael 
t the robbers P . Did not the Lord, he againſt 


auhom ye have fred ? For they would not walk 
in his ways; neither dbere they obedient unto his 
laws. Therefore he hath poured upon them the fury 
of his anger, and the ftrength of battle; and it hath 
ſet them on fire round about, yet they knew it not; 
it. Burned them; and they laid it not to heart. 
They did not attend to God, they conſidered 
not their ſins, arid did not lay them to heart, 
but murmured; and it is juſt, the ſame now; in 


many places murmurings, complaints, and even 
invectives, are all one hears: ; But what do they 


avail ? Is God's help and- his favour to be ob- 
tained thereby? Is there no fin in thee? Now, 


as then, every one murmurs at the chaſtiſement | 


of his ſins; 


Inſtead of murmuring and chin againſt | 


men, who are the inſtruments of God's vintati- 


ons, let every one, mark well, every one, mur-- 


mur againſt his own fins, aceuſe himſelf, and 
own that he has brought fuel to the conflagra- 
tion wy war. Haſt thou not been proud and ar- 

| rogant 
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rogant in peace? Now God, by war, will clip 
thy tow'ring wings. Hadſt thou not a multitude 
of fins ſtanding in thy debt-bouk, with ut ma- 
king any account of them? Now God will bring 
thee to examine thy debt- book, thy regiſter of 
ſins, and ſettle accounts: Thus let evey ane 
immediately inquire into their fins, and cyntid-r 
their ways, and confe's wherein they have un- 
ned, and turn from their trin{gr-flions; tis 
would be much better than impatience and mur- 
muring, by which they only incur a greater 

LEES 424 1 

Tr is faid, Iſa. lix. 11. Vall roar like bears, 
and mourn (or coo) like doves. Now, betwi t 
theſe, there is a dilierence; the latte coo, that 
is, pray with firong ſupplications; th former 
roar, or revile: Chriſtians re to be c oing 
doves, an! not oaring beats. Did Daniel ex- 
claim againſt the Babyl nians when they carried 
him and his people away into capt vity? fa from 
it, he cknowledges his own {ns nd thoſe of 
his people, and {ays, Yes Lord, to us belongeth 
ronfufion of face and to oar kings. Our princes, 
our. fathers becauſe we have ferned againſt thee : 
to the Lord our God belong mercies and forgiven;ſſes, 
though we have rebelled againſt im; ad in ver, 
13 and 14. he ſays, We made not our prayer to the 
Lord our God that we might turn from our inigui- 
ties, and underſtand thy truth; therefore hath the 


Lor d watched upon the evil, and brought it upin us; 
Vor the Lord our God is righteous in all. his works 


which he docth; for we obeyed not his word, 
Taey who thus fees. mercy, ſhall aſſuredly be 
hel ped, otnerwiſe not. He who is inſenfible of 
repentan e. and thinks not of his fins, which 
have drawn down this diſtreſs on him, but goes 

| | on 
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(14) 
on murmuring againſt God and men, only in- 
"creaſes his calamities, and (Oh, that it may be 
ſeriouſly obſerved) moves God to deal more ſe- 
verely with him, as many may have woeſully 
experienced in the preſent war. 


For they who, amidſt all theſe indications of 


his diſpleaſure, do not look up to God and 
humble themſelves, or do not acknowledge that 
they have deſerved .the chaſtiſements of the pu- 
nitive juſtice of God, move him, inſtead of the 
rod, to make uſe of the ſcourge and laſh, or 
even to ſend fire and ſword, he having, other in- 
ſtruments of his wrath ſtill more deſtructive. 


Surely then we ſhould look unto him who has 


in his hand every inſtrument of deſolation; for 
men being inſtruments cannot do what they will, 
Lut God is the Lord, it is he that does all things 
through them; therefore it is ſaid, Pſalm xlvi. 
verſe 9. Come here and behold the works of the 
Lord, what deftruftion. he hath brought upon the 
earth. Behold, it is the Lord himſelf who as 


judge works all this deſtruction, whilſt men are 


no more than his tools or agents. Now let men 
acknowledge this, let them acquieſce in his cor- 
rections; let them, in true repentance, depart 
ſrom their ſins, for which God ſends every chaſ- 
tiſement upon them; let them likewiſe pray to 
God, eſpecially, ſupplicate for mercy and for- 
giveneſs of ſins, and he ſtill and patient, and 
then they may be aſſured of being helped and 
relieved, according to Iſaiah xxx. 15. I reſt 


ſpall ye be ſaved, in guietneſs and confidence fhall 


be your firength, and ye would not. It follows, 


and ye ſaid no, we will fly upen horſes, that is to 


Egypt, which awe chuſe for cur helper. For in the 
beginning of the fame chapter, God ſays: Wor 
9 ef 
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„ : | 
to the rebellious children that take counſel but vt 
of me, and that ſeek protection without my ſpirit, 
and thus add fin to fin. That go dean into Egypt, 
and have not aſked at my mouth, to ſtrengthen them- 
ſelves in the flrength of Pharoah, and to truft in 
the ſhadow of Egypt; for the flrength of Pharoah 
ſhall be your ſhame, and the truſt under the ſbadoau 
of Egypt your confuſion, for if is ſaid, verſe 7, 

| Egypt is as nothing, and its help is in ain. 

| Egypt, indeed, would aſſiſt the Iſraelites, but 

. its help, beſides being fruitleſs, was detrimental, 
it proved as a reed which pierced through -their 


: hand, and fo far from removing their diftreſs, 
. augmented it, as God bimſeif ſays, Ezekiel xxix. 
r 6, 7. Egypt has been a reed to the houſe of Iſrael, 
| even they took hold of it, it broke in their hand 
ad pierced their fide, and when they leancd upon 
a it, it entered their loins, This is the caſe of all 
A helpers and auxiliaries called to ſuccour without 
5 conſulting God, and more relied on than God. 
8 But would man believe that God, among all the 
3 chaſtiſements and plagues which he ſends, has 
n thoughts of peace, and intends thereby to awa- 
15 ken us, and bring us to repentance and conver- 
o ſion from all our fins, and therefore humbie him- 
2 ſelf under his mighty hand, ſeek help of him 
70 alone, and firſt attend to the help of his ſcul, 


5 God would not fail in due time to give him allo 
d outward help and quietneſs, as ſhould be moſt 
a for our happineſs, Thus, inſtead of murmur- 

ing at chaſtiſemente, we ſhould be brought to 
7 praiſe God's paternal juſtice, did we but lay to 
i, heart that if he uſes his rod, we have deſerved 
o it, and he chaſteneth us for our benefit and the 
F ſalvation of our precious ſouls, 
e 
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But believers themſelves may by their diſbelief, 
and the power of darkneſs, be aſſaulted to ſuch a 
degree as to miſ:pprehend God, and be bewil- 
dered in his judgments ; looking on God only 
as a harſh God and inexorab'e judge; and be 
miſled into a ſuſ-icion of God's paternal heart 
reconciled in Criſt, by which they weaken 
their belief, diſturb their peace, and fall i into 
diverſc trͤubles. Oh then how neceſſary is it, 
that, even am dſt judgments and wars, we ſhould 


learn from God's word better to know God's 


heart? for the word is as it were the window to 
the heart of God; ſa that t is only ti rough this 
win dow that they are to lock into God's heart, 
and judge of it, not from dreadful viſications, 
but from his word alone, and bclieve, that as 
tic God of peace, he is always of the ſame mind; 
theref re, àmidſt all the deſtruction of war and 
all kis judgments. he has thoughts of peace. 


Jo theſe his thoughts of peace our God Grects 
tie thoughts «© the captives at Babylon, Jere-, 
Fer I know the theugits that 1 


mind 14; 3 
think towards 5 uy faith the Lord, thoughts of: 


pr-:ce and not of evil. to give Jeu the end you ex- 
p Then ſball ye call upon me, and ye ſhall go. 
dd prey unto me and I will hearken unto you, aud. 
ye Sal: je k me, and find me: when ye ſhall fearch | 


for me with all ycur heart, I will be  feund of ycu, 
and I will turn away your captivity. Altt.ough 


our Lord God ſeni w r upon the diſobedient -” 


ra-lites, and, in which, after many defeats, great 


numbers were carried priſoners to Babylon, get, 


even amicft al! this deſtruction and captivity, 


they were to believe that God had yet thoughts 
of peace towards them, and not of evil; that he 


would give them the end they expetted, that 3 is, 
5 4 4 at the 
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the deſired end of their ſaßfer ngs and cart vity: : 
all required on their part W . ic humos them- 
ſelves befcre im, to ca'l upon hm. and im- 
ö plore his mercy, and he would c Ttain!y b found 
J of them, h ar her r prayer, and tuen their cap- 
t tivity, and bring tuem back to the place from 
1 whence he had ſuffered them to be carried away. 
0 Azreeable to chi is what the propher Habak- 
A kuk ſays, chap. iv. ver. 2. In Nuten thou C 
d thinieſt. an mercy ; 10 like wiſe Iſaiah, Hap. xlyiii. 
's Io the people of Iſtael, whoſe ſin were many 
o and enormous, and whom, on tha account, 
18 God muſt purify ; in the furnace of affliction, he 
* yet dechi res his p-ace, true and great peace; for 
* though in-verſe 8. he ſts before t em their ſins, 
as yet, in ver. g and 10, he ſubjoins this confola- * 
13 tion: for gy names ſoke will I defer mine anger, 
nd and fer. my praije wwill 1 refrain fer thee, that. 
thru mayeſt net be cut off; Behold ? I hade re efined N 


& s thee, but not as luer: I have cheſen thee in the 
re- || furnace of nffiidtion ; end is ver. 18. he ſays, | 
te Oh, that thou wwouldft Starten bo my. commandments ; 
of then Hall thy peace be as @ river, and thy raghte-" 
ex- oujneſs as the waves of the ſea... 

g In like manner, Gd affe p-omiſed this aflict- i 


aud ed people peace and comfort, at a time v hen they 
ch | conceived themſelves quite f.rſaken by God, and. 
you, | that he had no thoughts of peace towards them, 
ugh J ſaying, Iſiah xlix. ver. 14 to 179. For Zion. 
Iſ- id, the Lord bath ferſalen me, and my. Lord, 
reat hath fo gotten me. Can a woman, forget her fuck» . 
yet, ing child, that ſpe FO nch have compaſien an the 
ity, ſen of. ber womb, yea th may furget. but 1 will. 
zuts et forget thee; behold 7 hawe grave n thee on 2 
he alms f my hands, thy walls are continually. be one.” 
is, de; thy builders Hall made * and thy ar 2 
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(18) 
ers, and they that made thee waſte, foall run from 
thee. So when deltr..yers and ravigers are, to 
ali hum.n appearance, deſtroying the church of 
G i. e: is (gd full of though s of peace towards 


it, that he will upport and build it up, and its 


ewalls are con:inually before his eyes, and he has 
graven thein on his hands, that he cannot forget 
them: ai to this purpoſe is alſo the following 
paſf ge, in chap liv. For a ſmall moment have 


for ſalen thee, but with great mercies will I ga- 


ther thee, in a little wrath I hid my face from 
thee for a moment, but with everlaſting kindneſs 


will have mercy on thee ſaith the Lord, thy Re- 


deemer. fer this is as the avaters of Noah unto me; 


for as I have ſwear 1 that the waters of Noah ould | 


77 here go over the earth, ſo have I ſworn that I 
avculd not be avrath ib thee, nor rebuke thee; 


fer the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be re- 
moved, but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee ;_ 
neither the covenant of my peace be removed, ſaith 


the Lord, that hath mercy on thee. Oh thou 


afliattd, tofſed with tempeſts, and comfortleſs, Se- 
Hold, -T will lay thy ftones with fair colours, and 


thy. faundations with ſaphires, and I will make thy 
Whdows of agate. end thy gates of carbuncles, and 
all thy borders of pleaſant fones, and all thy chil- 
dren ſhall be rant 4 the Lord, and great fhall be 
the pence of thv c il ' Behold, when we think 


that God has forſaken us, and hi hid bis face 
from us in anger, he till has thoughts of peace, 
and holds e us his everlaſting grace, his co- 

and aſſures vs, that he will 
gloriouſſy build bis church, and give great peace 


venant of peace; 


to his children. This is an invaluable promiſe, 


which relates to the New-Teſtament, and arti- 
cularly to theſe laſt times; and ſuch promiſes oc- 
a: cur 
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cur in all the prophets, where our God, . amidft 
the afflictions of war, as in other diftreſſ:s and 
calamities, diſcovers his thoughts of peace, con- 
cerning which, among others, may be conſulted, 
the 31ſt, 32d, and 33d chapters of Jeremiah ; 
and there we may have a true inſight and obſer- 
vation of God's heart, of his readineſs and de- 
light to forgive us, and do us good. 

Our God and Saviour alſo, amidſt all kinds of 
calamities, thinks on what will contribute to our 
peace and welfare, would men themſelves only 
think of it, and not be like obdurate Jeruſalem, 
over which Jeſus could not forbear weeping, ,O5, 
that thou hadft known in thy time, the things which 
belong to thy peace, but now they are hid from thine 
zyes, Luke xix. 42. Theſe tears of Jeſus, aad 
even his menaces, ſhewed his heart, that it was 
full of thoughts of peace, as he ſtill thereby 
called them to repentance, in order for bring- 
ing them to peace; for, as theſe tears were ex- 
preſſive voices, preaching repentance to the a- 
bandoned city, it became them to be moved to 
conſider themſelves, and mourn over their own 
ſins, as Jeſus himſelf was moved to weep over 
them, and the judgments which was to come 
upon them. | | 

It was, according to Luther, as if he had ſaid, 
Ah Jeruſalem, didſt thou but know it and be- 
lievedſt, that ſuch miſery was to fall on thee, 
thou certainly couldſt not be fo careleſs and im- 
penitent; no, thou wouldft, with contrition 
and tears,, think on the things which belong to 
thy peace, and ſupplicate God to ſpare thee: - 
though, ſays Luther ſurther, the Lord ſpeaks 
only of Jeruſalem, yet he intends, that thereby 
mould be warned, and likewiſe threatened, ops 
2 22 n eee 
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5 . . 
who enjoy the word of God, and if not deſpiſe 
it, hear it «1thout any fruit, that they ſhould 
not be ſecure, no- entertain a vain confidence, 
that God would forgive a determined wickedneſs ; 
as the Lord liv-th, puniſhment will find them 
ou:, therefore to beware of all 11s, eſpecially of 
deſpiſing the wo-d of God; of the time o viſita- 
tion, that is, hearing fermotis without any a- 
mendment; and whatever the preacher may re- 
monſtrate, exhort and threaten, continuing in 
the ſame: impious courſe: z ſuch ſins will moſt 
certainly not go unpuniſhed, hovever, for a time, 
the thattiſem at be deferred, though our God, 
In chreatening, or in the actual execnitions of his 
jucgments, Kill has thoughts of peace; this is 
not to be under hood, that he will avert, and 
turn aſide all evil, war, and other calamities, or 
put a ſpe dy end io them, and ſyupcrſe.e them, 
by peace and prof;.erity, though men live as they 
lift, cho gh they 1emiin in a careleſs wickedneſs, 
and Whe ner they conſide che time of t eir vis 
a ion or not, now, this would be no relief, no 
true ſalutaty relief, to help us Wh.lſt we go on 
in our ig moralities, accu:::ulating ſin upon ſin, 
ant conſequent!y treaſuring up wrati againſt the 
d.y t wraik;z therefore it ie, that God is for 
helping, fo as to help us from ſin, as the greateſt 
Ev.!, from which indeed, as from a noxious 
ſpr np, all other evil is derived. In deliberate 
ſtubborn finfuln-ſs, God cannot be in a coves 
nant of peice with us, fin being offenſive to him, 
and he puniſh-s it; fo that, if God has thoughis 
of peace towards us, ſo muſt we alſo have Lach 
tnoughts, and walk in that bleſſed method by 
which we may be made partakers of nis peace, 
his ſuccour and deliverance; for, as he is a 9 
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of peace, the God of all grace, and the father of 


mercies; he is alſo a holy, juſt, and jealous God; 
and, herein, we alſo ſind an anſwer to an objzc 
tion when we think how can God have . 2 
of peace in war, when ſo many thouſands are fo 
ſuddenly ſnatched away from life, or Ja>our un- 
der painfu! wounds, and when cities and whole 
provinces, as the ſcenes of war, are afllicted with 
ſuch a variety of calamities; events, the thoughts 
of which are dreadful, in which there is not the 
leaſt glimpſe of any thoughts of peace? | | 
Now, chat we may not be ſeduced by this obs 
jeclon, which in the ſequel we will more Parti- 
cularly conſider, we ſhould firſt well lay to heart; 
that God, as he is merciful and long ſuffering, 
ſo is ke likewiſe holy and righteous, and we are 
not to ſeparate his eſſential attributes. Thus he 
cannot as a merciful God ſhew thoughts of peace 
to man, ſo as to contradict his holineſs, juſtice, 
and righteouſneſs; all divine attribptes being in- 
timately connected, he is not like many mothers, 
who from a falſe a for a chi Id, indulge 
him in all his idle kumours;, and who eveh; 
whatever wickedneſs he commits, mult neyer. be 
puniſhed. This is a fleſhly unſanctified love; 
but the love of our God is a holy love, which 
cannot countenance wickedneſs; therefore David 
ſays, Plalm v. 5. You art not à God: that hath 
pleaſure in wickedneſs. Perverſe;, wicked, and 
ungodly men he cannot love, and ſpeik peace to 
them; for though God indeed in ths above? men- 
tioned place, Iſaiah ivn..-19.. ſays, I create the 
fruit of the lips, auhc h pregeb peace: pence; yet 
5 immediately adds: The! wwirked: are like the 
roubled jad which cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt 
by mire and. dirt. __ is ud peace, ſaith my God. 
A . 20 
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to the wicked, Such men are enemies to God, 
they do not ſeek the peace of God, they ſlight 
his friendſhip and commanion ; and 3 
his holineſs and juſtice, in regard to his word, 
oblige him to let looſe his deleterious judgment, 
according to his threatenings; for, as a God of 
truth, his threatnings, like his promiſes, muſt 
have their accompliſhment. Therefore, amidſt 


all judgments, believers praiſe the holineſs, 


righteouſneſs, and truth of God; and fay, Thou 
art righteous O Lord God Almighty, true and rigbt- 
eoxs are thy judgments, Rev. xvi. 5, 7. or as in 
chap xv. 3, 4. Great and marvellous are thy works 
O Lord God Almighty, juſt and true are thy ways, 
thou king of ſaints; who will not fear thee, and 
glorify thy name, for thou only art holy: And in 
the xix. chap, I, 2. And after thoſe things F heard 
a great voice and much people in heaven, ſaying, 
Zac, ah, ſalvatios and glory and power unto I 
Lord our God, for true and righteous are his judg- 
ments. 


That pur God may not be obliged to pour out 


his whole wrath, and that mankind may not be 


involved in the ſentence of everlaſting condemn- 
ation, he viſits them whilſt in this len witk ſo 
many bodily and temporal chaſtiſements; that 
being thereby awakened, they may avoid the 
judgment to come; that they may commune 
with themſelves, and think on the things which 
belong to their peace. 'Thus his thoughts are 
ſtill thoughts of peace, and he endeavours to de- 
liver all who wall be delivered. And though his 


Judgments are far above our thoughts, yet we 
may, and are to believe, that he who is the 


judge of the whole world will do nothing that is 
vnrighteous: to which alludes that fine paſſage 
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in the book of wiſdom: As ibeu art righteous 
thou gowerneft all things in righteouſneſs, aud think- 
ef it not ſuitable to thy majeſty, to condemn any one 
-whs has not deſerved puniſpment. 

In war unbelief may object againſt God's ha- 
ving thoughts of peace that ſuch numbers are 
ſuddenly ſwept away, but we know that every 
ſudaden death is not an unfortunate death; for 
the Lord has a portion in all ranks, and likewiſe 
among the ſoldiery; and many in ſo manifeſt a 
danger of death, with penitent hearts, recom- 
mend their ſouls into his hands; and all theſe 
ſouls God graciouſly takes into his hands, and 
they remain bound up in the bundle of life be- 


fore the Lord, though they fall before the ene. 


my by a ſudden death. And if great numbers 
arc ſlaughtered and hurried away to everlaſting 
perdition, we are to believe that had God ſeen 
that they would have: made a-proper uſe of a 
longer refpue-for. repentance, -and have converted 


. themſelves, he certainly would have dealt other- 


wiſe with them; but as a longer life would have 
added to the number of ſins,' and thus have 
filled up the meaſure of their puniſnment, by 
this precipitate end, he has only taken them from 
greater puniſhment. In ſuch ſudden judgments 
we ſhouldtalſo call to mind the words in Luke 
xiii. 7. Hewwit denon; Why does it cumber te 
earth? This is the caſe with many, who not 
only will not be good bearing trees themſelves, 
but likewiſe in the garden of the kingdom of 


God, hurt the gaod trees; that is, ſcandalize or 


injure others; and in the extirpation of ſuch, 
our God has: thoughts of peace towards his king- 
dom, his fubjects, who are his trees and Pow. 
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: And, beſides the c eſtructien of the wars, are 


there not every day, and every where, through- 
cut the whole world, many thouſand barren 
trees ſoddenly hewed down, only we do not ſee 
it; though the number, at once, is not ſo great 
in cne ſingle place, as in obſtinate battles ? 

As to thoſe who are not ſlain on the ſpot, but 
are wounded and ſo as to die afterwards or leoſe 
their linbs, there is hopes that great numbers 
are brought to the knowledge of their fins, to 
repentance, and converſion: of this we have 
many examples both in thoſe who have died cf 
their wounds, cr have ſuffered in their limbs; 
and in the laſt caſe let them lay to heart the words 
of Ch iſt in Matthew xvii. 8. II 7s better to en- 
rer into life, halt 61 maimed, than having two 
hands or two' feet to be caſt into everlaſiing fire. 
As to the eviis annexed to war, at preſent ſpread- 
ing over ſo many countries, towards all ſuch 
countries and ſtates, am idſt all this apparent de- 
ſolation, God is full of thoughts of peace; for 
all countries and towns, in all kingdoms and 
ſtates of the world, our proteſtant church not in 
the leaſt excepted, have exceedingly ſinned; the 
generality making little account of God and his 


word, and few, wery few, waiking worthy of the 


evangelical religion. The ſpirit of free-think- 
ing and naturaliſm, which in our time has per- 
vaded fo many places with ſuch fatal infection, I 


cmit; but how bare-tacedly do whoredom, adul- 


tery, drunkenneſs, and other abominations ſtalk 
among us; eſpecially iniquity, in all ranks ;. how 
univerſal is it in commerce and all manner of 
dealings, as if in the Bible or Catechiſm there 


was no ſuch thing as an eighth commandment! 
and how do the rich and powerful oppreſs the 


poor ! 
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wWalked before us-in all -holine1s of life. 
net plead that the way of ſalvation was net PRIN 


a 25) ; 
whilſt lulled in the blandiſhments of 
peace, none will move to take their part, which 
was particularly the ſin of Sodom, as in Ezekiel, 
chap. xvi. 49. Behold this avas- the zniquity of thy 
/efter Sodom! pride, fullneſs of tread, and abun-' 
dance of idleneſs, was in her and in her: daughters ; ; 
but the poer and needy did foe not help. 
How great and multifarious the dominion of 
fin is in our country, eſpecially a want of ho- 
neſty, and a ccniempt of the word of God; I 
ſhall not attempt to ſpecify or determine: the 
Lord whoſe eyes are over all countries, and who 
ſees into every heart, a*one beſt knows this: 
but moit heartily is it to be wiſhed that during 
the profound peace we be fore enjoyed, the fins 
and groanings of the ccuntry have not really in- 
We, atleaſt the 
majority among us, have ſinned in the ſame man- 
ner as other countries, where the war rages; 
poſſibly our fins, ia ſome reſpects, are even 
greater, God having for above half a century 
pat been pleaſed to ſupply our country, and 
eſpecially our city, with ſo many faithful and 
able apoſtles; men who not only declared the 
purity of the whole goſpel with great power, but 
Ve can- 


ſhewed to us, that we did nat, nor could know 
the council and will of God.; but how few lent 


an ear to the meſſengers of Gol, and received 
the word of repentance; nay, many among the 
great and the mean, among the learned and 11-' 
literate, have even inſulted theſe true ſervants of 
God, and ſcoffed at their admonitions:: 

hardened wretches of Sodom treated Lot, 
Jaughtd at them, 


as the 

they 
Is it any. thing Rrange that 
God, 
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God, at laſt, ſhould come with his judgment to 
puniſh the deſpiſers of his word, and ſhew that 
he is jealous. of its honour; for according to, 
Maccabees ii. 4, 17. Gad ard is not to be made 
a jeſt, it auill be at laſt found; namely, that God, 
if not ſoon, at laſt puniſhes the contempt of his 
word, when men do not conſider the time of 
their viſitation, do not liſten. to God's true ſer- 
vants exhorting them to turn from their fins and 
truly repent. | 

We are not to, comfort ourſelves, that being 
members of the proteſtant church, and parti- 
cularly living in a place where we have the word 
of God in its purity, that therefore we cannot 
fail of being protected by God: no, having the 
word of God in its purity, if we do not live ac- 
cordingly, our ſins are the more abominable, 
and our demerits the greater, as our Saviour 
ſays, Luke xii. 47, 48. But the ſervant who 
knew his maſter's will, and hath not prepared him- 
ſelf, nor dine according to his maſter's will, ſhall 
be beaten.with many ſtripes ; but he who knew it 
not, and did commit things worthy of ſtripes, 
ſhall be beaten' with feav, ſtripes. For unto whom 
much is given, of bim wall be much required; and 
to auhom men hade committed much, of. him will 
they require the. more. TH 
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If aiter, God has through his meſſengers im- | 


parted his word to us in its clearneſs and purity, 
and cauſed. repentance to be earneſtly preached to 
us, no body repents; he has other preachers, he 
comes himſelf and preaches repentance with war 
and other plagues : this has been ſeen more than 
once, both in ancient and modern times, 
Even now to Germany, or rather to all Europe, 
does he preach; repentance. in this wide waſting 

by war, 
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war, which likewiſe he uſhered in with tremen- 
dous earthquakes. Our Saviour declares, Matt. 
xxiv. 7. That there ſhall be earthquakes in ſeveral 


places, and thereto annexes war and other plagues ; 


and ſays, all theſe are the beginning of ſorrow e 
this prediction alſo is entirely sf Sung to our 
times. And many children and ſervants of God 
were troubled in their hearts, leſt the extraordi- 
nary earthquakes were the portents or harbingers 
of extraordinary wars, and ſo it has fallen eut : 
for what a violent, may I not {ay unparalelled 
war, has this year 1757 ſeen? But who believed 
it then? Who laid thoſe fins to heart? Who 
has attended to the faithful ſervants of God, and 
their penitential exhortations? The word of God 
is compared to thunder; now if men do not 
tremble, or are not awakened and moved by this 
thunder of God's word, God comes and-ſhakes 
the earth with terrible qpncuffions; and if at 
theſe, men will not rouze themſelves to conver- 
ſion, he ſends war, and cauſes them to hear the 
thunder of the ſlaughtering cannon. 
I have elſewhere mentioned an obſervation of 
the late profeſſor Frankyg, in one of his peniten- 
tial fermons, that previouſly to the thirty years 
war, the Lord ſent the devout Arnat as atrue and in- 
flamed preacher of repentance ; but few taking his 
words into conſideration, or giving any figns of 
amendment, God ſeconded the preacher's admo- 
nitions with that long war; making Germany 
to know that he is an avenger of fin, and that 
the neglect of his word ſhall not go unpuniſhed. 
In our times God has ſent not only one and 
another, but a great number of moſt ſerious 
preachers of repentance, and has cauſed us to be 
pathetically admoniſhed of our corruptions, 5 
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hy a-true repentance we might turn afide God's 
judgment; but how few have been brought to a 
holy dread. of the divine anger, and have amend- 
ed their ways; how, among others, kas not the 
late profeſſor Franky,. lamented. over this city, 
and warned our country; eſpecially reproved the 
1niquitous dealings of men, and declared how 
God, at lait, would come with his judgmeats, if 
men would not turn from their fins; and parti- 
cularly their unrighteous dealings! Of this we 
met with an affecting inſtance in his catechetical 
ſermons, where, concerning the eighth com- 
mandment, he ſais, „Should I enter upon a 
detail of all-the fins. committed in this country; 
and city, among all ranks, againſt the eighth 
«© commandment,. all my catech2tical ſermons 
« put together would not be ſufficient for it. 

* But it is not to be conceived, that our *city 
« and country can lopg remain exempted from 
„ the judgments of God; however, through his 
«« gracious loving kindneſs, he may for a while 
% ſuſpend them, Iniquity, oppreſſion, avarice, 


and all kinds of ſins againſt the eighth com- 


„ mandment, abound to ſuch a degree among us, 
cc that the loud cry of them muſt. afcend to hea- 
% ven, and at length bring down from thence 
& the thunder and tempeſt of God's wrath. If 
« 1, being advanced in years, ſhould not live to 
% ſee the chaſtiſements, others will ſeel them, 
« and recolle& what I now ſav; but 1 fear they 
« are nearer than we ſuppoſe. But what do E 
« ſay? Nearer!. they are already in the midſt 
<<. of us, ſo that great numbers cry out, Foe, woe, 
yet do not in the leaſt think that it is a wee 

"61 of Ds x «© brought 


Hall, in Saxony. 


Kinately proceed * our diſobedience; for it is 


(29) 
*© brought on us by our fins, againſt this com- 
c mandment, and a woe which may be followed 
% by many more. This opens a large field for 
«« diſcourſe, but I wiſh that every rational heart 
« would within jitſelf diſcuſs the ſubje&!” We 
may plainly fee and hear the judge coming nearer 
and nearer in the full power of his judgments, 
provoked by the multitude and atrocity of the 
fins againſt the oommandments, and eſpecially 
againſt the eighth. EN 
Now, how much nigher at preſent ar e not the 


judgments of God, and the plague of war? Nay, 


what is already ſeen in moſt. of the German pro- 
teſtant countries? What has already fallen out 
there? And what will not enſue? Therefore 
great cauſe have we with penitent hearts earneſtly 
to implore God that we may not have occaſion 
to uſe the wo ds in the lamentations of Jeremiah, 
ehap. i. 14. The yoke of py tranſgreſſions is 
bound by his hand, the load of them galls my neck : 


He hath made my ſtrength to fail, the Lord hath de- 


livered me into their hands, from whom I am nat 
able to riſe up: the Lord has trodden under foot all 
my mighty. men, in the midſt of it he hath called an 


aſſembly againſt me to cruſh my young men : the Lord 
hath trodden the virgin, the daughter of Fudah, as 


in a wine preſs. For theſe things I weep, mine 


eyes run down with water; becauſe the comforter, 
that ſhould relieve my ſoul, is far from me; my 
children ate deſolate, becauſe the enemy prevaileth. 


This great evil, however, may even yet be avert- 


ed by a ſerious penitential prayer, as God chuſes 
rather to pardun than puniſh; for puniſhment 
and 1 are againſt his nature, but mercy and 
kindneſs 1s his proper work,, unleſs we will ob- 


ſaid 


(3009 
ſaid zn the Sth and 15th verſes of the ſame = 
ter: The Lord is righteous, for I have been diſobe-- 
dient to the words if his mouth, Thus God, at 
length, indeed puniſhes thoſe who rebel againit 
his word, though he very long deliys his chaſ- 
tiſement; for were God to take no notice of 
actions, but permit every thing to go on without 
animadverſions, it would be Ri wor e, and God 
and his word would be mvwe deſpiſ.d,. or men 
would rely on a mere ve bal profeſſion of religr- 
on, yet in heart be voic o any love or fear of 
God, living in all kincs of ſenſuality and un- 
righteouſneſs; and in the time of temptation 
they would be aſhamed of even ſo much as an 
outward profeſſion, and openly caſt off ail reli- 
gion. 
. The firſt profeſſors of the evangelical religion 
ventured_every thing on it, and with a jovful 
boldnefs profeſſed the G oſpel! in the face of the 
whole world, and ſometimes ſealed it with their 
blocd ; but how it is at pretent, and how few 
ſach true profeſſors are to be met witir,. is known 
to God: for to many, religion and God himſ-if 
is their leaſt conce n: a de aling pleaſurcy a puti- 
ful gain, or empty honour, is dearer than Gad 
and his word: now ſhall ſuch be willing to deny 
themſelves, and renounce any ti ing for the di- 
vine truth? Tt is 1ather to be feared, that in 
time of perſecution they would deny Gud aud 
bis truth, and fall away by mulutuge: ; ior it 18 
ſaid in Revelations XU. 4, even of tca hers, wiio 
who are comnared to ſtars; and bis (tt at i. ” 
dragon's) tail draw 3 the third fart of 1 
fas, and threw them on the-carih. ; 
Fut our God now comes Win tis Ju 1yments, 
and ſends war aud otlle: pl2guc; by which he 
cer taluly 
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rertainly means to awaken all our proteſtant 


Churches and cleanſe his floor, that we may place 
.2 higher value on true religion, and the happi- 


neſs of liberty of conſcienceg and converſe more 
with God and his word, and, not continue in our 
con empt of the goſpel, and in obſtinate diſobe- 
dience, but move God that his judgments may 
paſs from us, as they certainly come on all who 


do not conſider the time of their viſitation, lay to 


h: art the things which, concern their peace, and 


turn to him in true repentance. . 


Thus has God thoughts of peace for us, and we 
muſt Have thoughts of repentance : therefore, as it 


is ſaid Revela. ii. 5. we ſhculd think from whence 


abe are fallen, and repent ; for this our God, in 
war, oiten ſends fuch plagues as have ſome con- 
connection and ſimilarity with the prevailing fins, 


that men may be put in mind of them; accor- 


dingly it is ſaid, chap. xii. 23. of the Book of 
Wiſdom; Therefore alſo thou plagueft with their 


own abomination the unrighteous, who lived an ir- 


rational life; and in this God has alſo thoughts 


of peace: for men, in divine things, are ſo ſtu- 


pid, ignorant, and inattentive, that they do not 


apprehend or think wherefore God ſmites and 
puniſhes them; and of great numbers it may be 
ſaid, Thou ſinitgſt them, but they feel it not, ſere- 
miah v. 3. Ihey do not mind, or do not know, 
or will not rightly underſtand ; and further it is 
ſaid, thou chaſtiſeſt and ſmiteſt them, but they 
do not. amend; their Face is harder than a rock, 
that they will not be converted. 

Theretore God, particularly in war, permits 


ſuch calamities to befal men, which they muſt 


feel; he employs the jus tallonis, or makes repri- 
jals, and pugiſhes men with that in which they 
8 e have 
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have ſinned, or by which, as I have ſaid above, 
they muſt be put in mind of their fins, and ſay. 
this I have deſerved and drawn upon myſelf, by 


ſuch and ſuch fins ; I have injured men in ſuch and 
ſuch a manner, as it was with Joſeph's brethren : 


#hey ſaid one among another, this injury we did to 
our brother ; in that we ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul 


aher he intreated us, and we would not hear him; 


therefore is this evil come on us, Geneſis xlii. 21. 


Likewiſe Adonibezec, though a Pagan, when 
his fingers and toes were cut off, his former cru- 
elties returned to his mind, and he ſaid, Seventy 
kings, with their fingers and toes cut off, gathered 
their meat under my table; as I hawe done, ſo God 
hath requited me, ſud es i. 7. Thus God puniſh- 
ed this heathen in the ſame manner as he had 
treated others. 


How many have injured others, or even depri- - 


ved them of life, and yet have found means to 
avoid the juſtice of the civil power; but the 
wrath of God cannot be avoided. Behold ! the 
ſubſtance of ſuch is deſtroyed in war, or they 
miſerably fall in it: many perſons, particularly 
thoſe in high poſts, and of large eſtates, have 
grie vouſly oppreſſed their 2 and, in- 
ſtead of ſuccouring the afflited poor, have ſuf- 
fered themfelves to be hood-winked, and neither 
as judges or magiſtrates dealt according to reaſon 
and juſtice. Is it not then ſtriking and admoni- 
tory, that when the Lord our God ſends an army 
of enemies among us, ſuch men ſhould be treated 
as they have treated others? their partial ordi- 
nances and aſſeſſments to be reverſed, the heavieſt 
load laid on them, and frequently we ſee them 
caſhiered from thoſe offices, which they had abu. 
ſed with ſuch oppreſſion and inſolence. The 


poor 
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poor, alas? every where ſuffer moſt, according 
to the proverb pauper:ubiqgue jacet : for what 18 
more uſual among the rich, than in all imports, 
rates, and contributions, to make uſe of bribes 
for eaſing themſelves, . and throwing the weight 
on the poor. Thus men make taxes and aids, 
and the calamities annexed to war, ſtill more bur- 
thenſome, inſtead of eaſing each other; and thus 
are not awakened by God's menaces to depart 
from fin and unrighteouſneſs, but rather aggra- 
vate their fins by all kinds of iniquity, and grind- 
ing the poor. But behold a ſtrange people comes 
upon the nation, and it is the rich, not the poor, 
- that theſe have in their eye, and they make other 
rates and partitions than had been made by the 
ſelfiſhneſs: of the high and opulent in peaceable 
times, when they bore the ſway. 

One by all kinds, of indirect meaſures has 
amaſſed an over · grown fortune, and loaded him- 
ſelf with heaps f clay; then what wonder 1s 
it, if the righteous Judge cauſes all this fortune, 
all this clay, to be ſwept away by the flood of 
war? Is it not a common ſaying, that ill. gotten 
goods never thrive; and does not the ſcripture 
declare and ſay of an-unrighteous man, Woe ts 
him that increaſeth himſelf with that which is not 
bis. How long ſhall it laſt? Who ladeth himſelf 
with thiek clay, Hab. ii. 6. Another, who, if 
he cannot be charged with having ſcraped wealth 
together by flagrant iniquity, has hoarded it up 
with ſordid parſimony, has been wanting in be- 
nevolence to the poor and neceſſitous, and of his 
great abundance has diſtributed nothing: But 
now comes a foreign commander, who, as mer- 
cileſs as himſclf, demands a large contribution: 
now mult this miſer bring out his bags of — 
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(34) 
when, before, the diſtreſſes of the poor could not 
get a few pence from him: now others muſt 
ſhare with him, ſo as ro leave but a ſmall reſidue: 
formerly, ſecure in peace, he did not deal out his 

bread to the hungry, nor his drink to the thirſty, 

nor were the ſick ever relieved by him; but in 
war he muſt deal out his ſubſtance by handfuls 
among foreign ſoldiers. 

Another has built a coſtly honſe or ſeat by 
manifeſt injuſtice, or from a ſpirit of oſtentation; 
or afterwards groſs ſins have been commuted 
there, luxurious faſting, Lrytal mirth and de- 
bauchery; in war dehold a party of the enemy 
ſuddenly ſurprizes him, and this ſtructu e, the 
pride of his h-art, the ſcene of his vanity, is laid 
in aſhes; and God, as it were, lights up a blaze, 
by which the pun1ſhment of unrighteouſneſs and 
ſenſuality 18 ſeen far and near. 

How many alſo have prided themſelves in the 
grandeur of their houſe, and the richneſs of their 
turniture, or lived in ſenſuality and vain glory, 
and particularly guilcy of great exceſſes in the 
glitter of dreſs and other ornaments; and inſtead 
of uling the gifts of God to his honour, have 
abuſed them to finful gratifications. Beho'd! 
the enemy comes on, {trips the ſumptuous edi- 
fice, and thus is the owner taught to be a better 
huſband of God's gifts, and no longer abuſe them 
to oſtentation and voluptuouſneſs! In this God 
only takes away the things whereby they fin, and 
thus hurt their ſouls, which are properly them- 
ſeives; and all this is no more than mercy, or a 
judgment on the fleſh ; wherehy God, according 
to his thoughts of peace, intends only to bring 
mankind to an operative knowledge of their ſins, 
in order to the ſalvation of their ſouls. 


How 
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How mary, and particularly in the houſe of 
God, in the public congte, a ion, have ſinned by 
pride and irreverence; ſome do not ſo much as 
g0 into any place of wo:fhip, or ſoon walk out 
again; or if they have heard the ſermon, if they 
have gone through the whole ſ-rvice, it is with- 
out any ſenſe of What they are abont, . without 
any reformation ; for afcer aſſiſting at the exte.- 
nal work, the remainder of the day is ſpent in 
idlleneſs or feltivity; Sundays and feſtivals they 
ſolemnize in gormandiziag, gaming, and dan- 
cing, and this at a time when God's Judgmeuis 
have begun to make their appearance amongſt us. 
Theſe are abſolute Sabbath breakers, prophaners 
of God's day and feſtival's, and contemners ef 
his word; whereas, after the example of the 
primitive churches, they ſhoul!, during the fa- 
vourable ſeaſon of peace, edify themſelves u. ore 
and more; meditate more on God's woid, and 
eſpecially employ Sundays in devoiional duties: 
but Suadzy, abominable prophaneneſs! is the 
very day in which they muſt indulge their ſen- 
ſuality and irrational mirth. In the morning III 
ſuppoſe them at church, but the afternoon they 
pe d at home or in their 4 arcens, in the wretched 
alternative of eating, feaſting, and gamirg, and 
this is the courſe till late at night; and therefore 
the Lord permiis that in war many Sundays and 
feltiva's prov. days of terror and lamenta:ion, and 
the public ſervice cannot be periurmed, or wich 
Strat 1i'uibancr; as, accoiding to the pul lie 
ercoun s, h:s been the caſe in many places, du- 
uin bie gar. In war, likewiſe, is o ten fulſil- 
led the punhment to the Sabbach-breaners, thats: 
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(36) 
God hindles a fire inthe gates, and the houſes art 
conſumed thereby, Jer. xv i. 27. , 

How many alſo had much rather ſee a play,. 
than hear a ſermon; and therefore God in war 
turns their comedies into a tragedy, their mirth 
to mourning. | 

And that men, in this war, may the better 
obſerve God's judgments, and think on their 
fins, he often employs ſuch inftruments of his 
judgments, ſends ſuch a people among them, 
with whom they had ſinned, and of whom they 

have imitated not what was proper and commend- 
able, but what is vain and ſinful, as this our 
Germany has often experienced. When the peo- 
ple of Iſrael adopted the wicked uſages of foreign 
nations, God ſuffered them frequently to be de- 
feated by thoſe very nations, and puniſhed them 
with that which had occaſioned their ſins. 

But thoſe righteous judgments, in which God 
puniſhes by the cauſe of our fin, fall out ill 
more frequently in war time, only they are not ſo 
well diſcerned, or are beyond our comprehenſion, 
unleſs the Lord himſelf directs our attention to 
them as an admonition, or for ſtrengthening our 
faith, and points them out to us as the puniſh- 
ment of fins: for it may happen that the beſt 
children of God may not be totally exempt from 
the calamities of war, as I myſelf in chess times 
have known afflicting inſtances of it, that I 
thought IF this be done to the green tree, what will 
be done to the dry? Therefore we muſt retain a 
pious caution, and in many particular judgments, 


not fem any raſh deciſion, but remember our- 


ſelves and think on Chriſt's words, Luke xiii. 2. 
T bink ye that theſe Galliltans, becauſe they fufferea 
ibis, were ſinners above all the Gallileans ? F ſay 
unts 


(375), 

unte y No, but znlzſs you repent, ou. all 
likewiſe periſh. Thus when Gad * Het his; 
judgments families or. individuals, we only. the. 
immediately afflicted, but alſo other &j e 
tries, families, and Perſons whom | la ae 
have not reached, are to be warned; ode b 
thoſe ſtnpes which fall on others, Hrs ad 
pentance to thoſe alſo, who have not yet felt the 
calamity: let them be wiſe at another's coſt: 
let them repent and «mend before it come to 
their turn; and therefore our Saviour again re- 
peats theſe words: Unleſi ye repent,. you ſhall all 
likewiſe periſh. Thus all = every one, they 


j- who al: eady feel the.calamities of war, and they 
n who as yet are ſpared, ſhould amend, and turn 
— the preſent war to the advantage of their ſouls; 
n and this is touched upon by the late profeſſor 


Franck, when in 1706 the Swedes i invaded Sax- 


d ony, great numbers of people fled hither. Ar 
11 preſent ae hear @ great deal of war, and the tu- 
ſo mults of war. Now æveuld wwe make a right ad- 
n, vantage of this, Jet us attend to the inward war, 
to then this Fx ads bar wwill-do us no damage; and 
ur it Joo 4 da us in the things of time, that 7s 
h- 45 a ſlight Fs wa as we ſpall Tory 22400 acknow- 
eſt ' ledge. when aue enter into eternity: let us but man- 
m 41 conflict againſt 2 n, and truly unite cur. hearts | 
es to God, then nothing in the aworld can burt us in 
1 eur ſouls (it is a noble Saying) aut tub ceo, aut 
vill in (œlo, either under heaven, or in heawen de 
n a likewife "Jet our hearts be turned 10 G0. and We 
its, have nothing to far. 

ur- 


* Now, on this 8 I dire# my exbortation 70 
25 all wan here, Wha bave 1 de 40 e this "(ity on ac- 
4 = a count 
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þ event of tht troubles they- met <with at their, ow 
houſes. ] entreat they would carefully lay to heart 
bat fs at preſent ſaid to them, and lift up their 
hearts i» God, that they may nos be diſſipated and 
4 tormented by anxious thoughts which avail nothi 3 
=_ and by <wbich I am confident their. fouls are uot bet- 
=_ tered? rather let them confider, that theſe are de- 
4 ferved chaſtiſements, and humble themſelves Before 
N the God whom they have provoked. © OOO 
[ do not ſay this as if herb in pur tity we' bad 
= clean hands, or have not deſcr ed the like by our 
48 fins; and when our meaſure is full, the ſame will 
= certainly be our caſe; therefore, be it known to us, 
| that what Cod at preſent does to our neighbours 
| concerns us alſo let us therefore be warned, let us 
„ conſider, for it is a certain truth what a heather: 
[ ſays, nunc tua res apitur paries cum proxirmus 
q ardet. When your neighbours huſe is on fire, be- 
| ware of "Jour baun. Thus let us profit by the cha 
i ti ſemetits avith which others are afiited, and æpiih 
i ail our hearts aud minds repent and turn to God. 
| This it is the more neceſſary to urge, as many of the 
inhabitants here may be apt to think that now they 
may make advantage of Py rangers, and gratify 
their eovetouſueſs. But Juch ill gotten money vill 
do its owners little good, it being a mo} abominable 
fin jo add to the diftreſs of frangers, whom domeſtic 
calamities have laid unter a: neceſſity of ſeeking re- 
fuge here. That is not right, and can never thrive; 
and if there be any one here who has ſinned in this | 
manner, let him forbear, and no lenger offend Gal . 
by ſuch baſe cruelty. As the rate of houſes, lodgings, ; 
and other things, were before, /o in equity ſhould it 7 
remain, and very far be it from any one to think f , 
can mals fo much of this or that, what ſhall hinder® 0 
we? No, that's the height of injuſtice! TIE 
a 6 hon 


68 
#hou adulgft not Bie de ne re vbyſelſ, dd wot to ve. 
1f you ou be obliged. to'quit your bome, and be- 
Lake yourſelf to ſeine: ether: country, and the people 
there avere for exatting and making a' prey of you, 
how would you lilze ir Well, and'as litthe muſt 
you uſe 11 * W let the toaunſmen here 
ea ware of bringing down God's anger, by impo 
But the ftrangers, on their part, who are come 
among us, muſt mot think it ſufficient' to have fled 
their country; but dewoutly bow the knee to him, 
"wha dauelleth in the Bea urn lift up their hands, 
and pray for their country: let them ſupplitate the 
Lord God to pardon their ius, and tbeſe of therr 
countrynien; and, in mercy, to turn away that 
aorathᷣ wwhich their country has been treafaring up. 
T hey iſpould carefully commune with themſelves, and 
as Dawid vowed unto the Lord, that ht would not 
ſuffer his eyes to fleep,' nor his eye-lids to flumber, 
till he had found out a refling place for\the herd; 
fo likewiſe are they nut to lie down in quietneſs, till 
their heart Becomes a heuſe and temple Gn tber 
will the Lord turn:away their calamity, and be a 
avall of, fire round 1hem and their country,” 201% © 
Of this. they may be aſſured from the. whole nord 
of Cod:  whilft the children of Tjrael feared God, 
nothing could hurt gem, they had no ware to' aps 
prehend, avere a terror to all their neighbours z\\but 
aohen they turned their backs to God, and /inned 
againſt him, they 'avere given up a peil to others; 
and wars were made on them with ſuch fucceſs, that 
they were at laſt driven: aut of their county; but 
when they heartily. turned to God, theyrwere \findly 
recei o ; Go brought: thim back into their u” 
country, and ſbeat ad tb Fawout ar before Now 
„. ir fi the Jame ur bars Ned, and his pure 
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| abb teachrs ws that awe: are to look on fin as the 
x ruin of nations, and families, and individaalsr. » 
N let me alſo recommend to the ſtrangers among 
us chat their truſt in God do vot faint; from him 
let them detive ſpirit and fortitude. It is certain 
the temporal loſs of many muſt be very ganfider- 
able; but they ſhould think, that God, whp can 
in an inſtant make poor, can alſo inſtantly mak 
rich; and, if it be for their good, he will re- 
ſtore every thing to them, or will preſerve what 
is theirs; and if it be not for their good, why 
ſneuld they, againſt his will. deſire what; is. not 
for their good ? Therefore let them be of good 
courage, and inſtead of vexing their heart, chear 
themſelves. with - a irc fog . (Whoever ts 
| fall weak in faith, let him read the holy ſcrip- 
bh tures, -or..edifying books, and diligently hear 
| God's word; and on reading or hearing of any 


9 it as to poſſeſs his heart in an unreſerved de- 
'F votedneſs to the will of God; for this is well 
i pleaſing to the Lord. . TENTS 

i Strangers are eſpecially to be put in mind, that 
they endeavour with all their heart and ſtrength 
that they may return into their country amended ; 
and if, in their own country, they have been 
proud or luxurious, or lived in other fins, let 
them not return with: thoſe ſins; neither, whilſt 
they ftay, ſcandalize others in this country, 
[ N whither they are come;; -for it is ſaid, Mat. xviii. 
1 7. Mie t. the man , by whon offences come; but 
. ſhew rather that the divine vifitations have be- 
9 nefited them, and humble themſelves before their 
| God. In ſaying this:I am very far from difcou- 
b raging any one; I am rather for comforting thoſe 


thing comfortable, let him make ſuch uſe of 


who, are in aſſſidtion: hot the way to — 
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fort is truly to humble” viti{elves before Göd, 
and look on every. thing as it ovght to be looked 
upon. It is thus our God affiſts; it is thus he 
hears ſu upplieetiogs ; and it js thus be. procures. us 
reſt, ſafety, and-h appineſs. 

Amidſt all Sings. however, as we have ſaid; 
God has thoughts of peace towards us; all. his 
judgments being: ſo. many exhortations to xepen- 
tance, by which be will convert as to Him, as to 
the God ef peace, that we may attend to his 
word of peace, and his word of.repentance, and 
pay him an uniform obedience. Our God in- 
deed uſually and properly preaches repentance to 
us only, through his Los. | but as few regard his 
word in true faith, he chen ſeconds his: Word by 
his judgments, and preaches repentance by. (as it 
were) ; realizing, . and thus gives -his.word that 
energy which is neceſſary to- make a right im- 
preſſion on obdurate hearts: for men will not re- 
pent at God's threatenings, .warnings, and ex- 
hortations; ajd they..will not believe that he is 4 
holy and righteous God, wllo is angry at ſin; 
therefore he at length comes wich temporary and 
bodily chaſtiſements. and manifeſts effectually 
that he is a holy. juſt, and righteous God, and 
conſequently that "bs: muſt be diſpleaſed at fin, 
and puniſh it. God has alſo threatened us here 
already, and has tmitted. one and another fear 
to came upon us, only in order to rouze us from 
our deep neg. gligence; but he has graciouſly turn'd' 
them aſt ide, though moſt other laces about us 
extrem ely feel As calamitieb. Let in his long. 
ſuffering has he ſpared and reſtfained the - fone 
of war from diſcharging. itſelf amon{ 
how comes this to paſs? Js it f from the. 0 % 


- Nor ig lenity of the enemy? Not at all. We 


| have 


Fa 


| £44) | 

have nothing to promiſe ourſelves from that 
quarter; it is from God alone: the rage of the 
enemy is in bis hands, and it is his merciful ſlow- 
neſs, his patient n which has ſpared us, 


and kept them back. But wherefore? I aſk 
again, why? Becauſe he ſtill gives us time and 
reſpite for repentance, that his patience and long- 
tf uffering ſhould lead us to converſion.: therefore 
let us take heed of not again abuſing this long- 
ſuffering, this keeping back the enemy, to irre- 
pentance an! ſecurity; for the black clouds of 
war are ſtill im pending over. us. God has ſhe wed 
vs what he can immediately do, or. permit: the 
rod has been brought very near us; let us amend, 
and maſt willingly will he farther ſpare us. 


If it ſhould pleaſe. God farther to ſpare our city, 


or though we may not tozally be without chaſtiſe- 
ment, yet if he ſtill makes it ſuch as we can bear, 
according to opr pezition and confident hopes; 
yet it is not for the ſake of the generality, but. of 
tis word and works; for the Bee of his ſervants 
and children, Who were earneſt in their ſupplica- 
tions; and likewiſe for the ſake af the poor or- 
phans, for the children apd infants, in wham he 


15 preparing himſelf a kingdom, and of Wwhom a 
number is here inſtructed and maintained, ſome, 
gratis, others at a very ſmall expence, beyond 


any other place in Germany. The orphans have 


a particplar claim, a particular promiſe, in the 
ſeripture, wherein he ſays, J. an @ father to the 


Faller. 


In this war the words of the late bleſſed founder 
af the orphan - houſe, Dr, Franck, have often og- 
curred to me. For being aſked why he built the, 
orphan-honſe withaut the city, as, at any enemy's: 
coming, it wonld be the fir thing hey dear Dans 
5 ; a k © N1S 
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his anſwer was, When the ſy falls there will bean 
end of us all; but let a war come, and then we 
ſhall ſee which will protect the other, whether the 
city the erphan-houſe, or the orphan-houſe the 
city. The Eord give us this faith, and the grace of 
earneſt prayer, and let us walk carefully in the ſteps 
of that faithful ſervant of God, then we thall ſee 
the glory of God, and experience what that good 
man ſpoke in faith, and declared beforehand, for 
comfort, and what he had already obtained by 


a SME | | 
' Great numbers of children in other places pray 
for our city, and ſhould diſtreſs come upon us, 
e might then apply to ourfelves what the heroic 
Bugenhagen ſaid from the pulpit, whilſt Wittin- 
berg was befieged : | ©© Beloved brethren, pray 
«« in comfort; be periuaded that al! Chriſtians 
„ thronghont the whole world, who with us love 
« Chriſt,” and now hear of our calamicous cir- 
« cumſtances, are praying for us in Chrift's 
+ name; and that, together with us, multitudes of 
other Chriſtians are proftrate before the throne 
«© of grace, oo fill the ears of the heavenly 
„ Father with loud and fervent ſupplicauons; 
&« fo that, even had we not the divine promiſe, 
it 15 impoſſible that we ſtiould not be heard.“ 
But if we become more careleſs, it is greatly 
to be apprehended that we ſhall, as it were, 
oblige God's juſtice at length to ſtrike us with 
his rod, i order to difperſe ſuch a pernigious 
indotency'; for in all that he is at preſent doing 
on tha earth, his end is to rouze careleſs, impe- 
nitent perſons from their deplorable wretchedneſs, 
that they may care for their ſous, earneſtly ſtrive 
after the kingdom of God, or rather make the 
care of their fouls, and tuc atiainment of the 
kingdom 
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kingdom of God their chief concern, their capi- 
tal 7 and not take up wsth an outward: 
xrofeſſien of the true religion ; but let it inflame 
To heart, and direct the whole tenor of life. 
Would this had been done 1n peaceable times! 
That in peact æue had lived in all godlineſs and Bo- 
zz/?y, 1 Tim. n. 8. Thus it is that all orders 
among us ſhould, like the primitive churches 
when in peace, have made uſe of that time for 
religious improvements; whereas the generality 
have abuſed the long enjoyment of halcyon: days 


to negligence, pride and exceſs, have given God 


little thanks, eſpecially for the eajoyment of the 

eace. of religion, and freedom of conſcience. 
Indeed ſome have mightily extolled the evangeli- 
cal religion, and the purity of its doctrines, but 
with little real religion in their hearts; and in- 
ſtead of adorning the ſame doctrines with a holy 
life, are grown more careleſs and diſſolute from 
time to tine. And fuch was their ſecurity, nay 
even but a little before the calamities of war 
ſpread, that they looked upon it as an impoſſibi- 
lity that war fhonld, come to their doors, and 
made a mere ſcoff of any declared apprehenſions 
that God would one day puniſh their fins with 
war, as I have very lately been informed of a 
place, than which at preſent few ſuffer more by 
the war; It is not only in our city, but in moſt 
of the proteſtant territories, that the ſecurity and 


careleſneſs has been deep and general, and they 


would not be moleſted i: their fins. In many all 
godlineſs is fo extinguiſhed, that it is allowed to 
be expoſed in public writings as mere enthuſiaſm 
and fraud. „ Is: | 
Therefore God has at length looked into it, 


and taken away that peace M hich was ſa beinoully 


abuſed 
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abuſed in forgetfulneſs of God, and malice againſt | 


his religion. In Ezekiel xvi. God reproaches 
the people cf Iſrael for their abuſes of peace; 
comparing them to Sodom; nay, in verſe 48, it 
i. ſaid, As I live, ſaith the Lord, Sodom thy. fiſter, 
and her daughters, have net done as thou and thy 
daughters. And in ver. 49 and 50, he proceeds 
to an account of the ſins of Sodom whillt in peace 
and proſperity; and ſays, in the words before 
cited, Beheld, this auas the fin of thy fiter Sodom, 
pride, and exceſs, and riot amidſt the peace whieh 
fre and her daughters had; but the poor and needy 
they helped not, bat were vain, and committed abo- 
minations before me, therefore have 1- deſtroyed 


them when I began to: call them to account. As 
God is now taking an account, puniſhing the 


abuſe of the happineſs of religious freedom, and 
is making known in many Proteſtant countries 


how ſoon he can remove their candleſtick, fo ke 


certainly intends only to awaken mankind to 
ſc]'-conſideration, to commune with their hearts, 
to take a.retroſpe&t on the paſt oourſe of their life, 
to repent of- their fins, their pride, their un- 
thankfulneſs, and iniquitous dealings; then wil 


God molt certainly ſhew himſelf. gracious, . and 


reſtore peace in our borders.. 

If he does not immediately conſorm to our 
cries for his mercy, yet is not this retardment to 
make us entertaia any wrong thoughts of God, 
or queſtion his thoughts of peace, or that he is 
deaf to our prayers :. our God will certainly hear 
and ſuecour, but in the time and manner that 


will be beſt for us; when we ſnall be helped, 
not only in outward and bodily things, but at 
the ſame time, and eſpecially in things apper- 
taining to ſalvation, and we fhall be delivered 


G from 
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from our fins. To be- delivered from our worſt 
enemies is ſurely the moſt gloridus and moſt va- 
juable aſſiſtancè; therefore he would previouſly 
humble us, and detach us from- all relian-e on 
any arm of fleſn, on the power and wiſdom of 
man, that we may expect a our help entirely 
from him, the lving God, and ſay from our 
hearts, 1 J. ift up mine eyes to the Bells, ohence 
cometh iny Satvalicn * my help ſtandeth in the name 
of the Lord, ce hath made heaven and warty. 
Piclm cxxi. 1. When we are able to overcome 

our ſelves, that is, our conſtdence in ourſelves, 
or iu other creatures, and to put our Fult only in 
Gcd Almighty alone, it is a great ſtep we have : 
gained, an important victory, beyond cwiking 
cities, aad ſubduing nations; as Solomon ſays: 
He abo vvertomes his own firit 75 greater than he 
that taketh cities: Prov. xvi. 32. 

Let us expect and ſeek all our help and victory: 
from God, and reſt only on his aſſiſtance. God: 
is certainly with us, when we are willing to be! 
with-him; and is HE with us, in whoſe hands are 
all the creatures, and alithe elements? then he. 
has a thouſand ways and means to help us, and 
give us peace and fafety, though numerous 
armies hemmed us in on all ſides, and the hu- 
man eye ſces no way for deliverance ;" for it is 
on this very account that God frequently depriv. ++ 
us of all thoſe means on which,* in our narrow 
thoughts, our deliverance ſeems to depend, that 
we ſhould nut: truſt to ſuch means, but place our 
confidence on hint, who can deliver without, or 
even by contrary means, now: Whatever. mighty 
power is now p2ftnit:ed to come againſt us, that 
we may make the ſupreme power of Almighty W 
God our refupe. If we do ſo, the hoitils powe:- 

becomes 


* 
* 


r= 


>) i 
becomes ſmall; and with one word he ean dif. 
perſe the hoſts of che mighty. 7 how art flronger 
than the mountains of robbers. Plalm Ixxvi. 5. 
: So God often fruſtrates the beſt concerted deſigns, 
- ſupported by a force apparently irreſiſtible, that 
the world may know that there is:one above us 
who alone is wiſe and powerful, who wiſely go- 
verns all things, whoſe coun ſeł alone ſtands, and 
that we therefore are to call upon him that he 
will give us wifdom and forecaſt, as, without 
him, our own devices will more frequen-ly do us 
more hurt than good: ſo that when we are ut- 
terly at a ſtand, when we fee no counſel or means, 
within or without, that is the proper time for 
looking up, and pouring forth our ſupp'ications 
to him who is the-Lord over all, without whoſe 
will no man can ſtir hand or foot to hurt us, and 
at whofe command all creatures muſt be ſubſer- 
vient to our benefit ; for when we can no longer 
rely on any thing, but muſt truſt Ged alone, in- 
ſtead of de ſponding, we are to thank God for it, 
and be perſuaded that now he will ſignally help, 
and gain to himſelf honour; as it is from him 
alone we expect ſuccour, and we will afterwards 
aſcribe all the honour to him. This was che caſe 
in the firſt religious war; the Proteſtants, in the 
beginning, had numerous forces, and too pro- 
bably might have placed their dependance on 
them; but they were deſeated, and both their 
chiefs taken priſoners. Again, when the urgen- 
cy became ſtrongeſt, God, with a ſmall force, 

» effected a glotious and wonderful relief, 

So, when we know not which way to turn 
- ourſelves in our calamities and dangers; but, as 
the , above-mentioned Dr. Bugenhagen ſays, 
..have only this in ſtore, That, O dear — 
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„ ly Father, we can 1.ft up our eyes to thee: 


c c all which wen rely On we have 11.hly had ; 


but it is that which hath ruined us, becauſe 
„we have relied on it; for God, ſays he in the 
. Cc ſequel, had taken away every thing from them, 


de that they ſhou'd have no comfort in the works 
„% of man, and therefore he thanks God, ſaying, 
% We thank\thee, dear ' Father, for thy merey, 
% that by this paternal chaſtiſement thou haſt com- 


4 felled us to truft only in thy mercy, and Chrift 


*« Jeſus thy dear Jon, as thou informeſt us in the 


„ firſt Commandment. Thus, dear father, is thy 


„ avill accompliſhed in us.” 


Now if we thus be as God would have us, fo 


we ſhall have cur God as we would have him, 


accompanied with help and ſaliation; ſor when 
all human helps are afur off, or miſcarry, and 


we are ſorced to rely on him only, then is the 


very ſeaſon for him to help us, according to the 
words of a devout Engliſh divine: Many 
« are apt to ſtumble when they ſee no outward 


means of deliverance, - tho' with the words of 
* promiſe in their hand; they fall into ſuch 
e temptation, that, becauſe no open way for 


«« eſcaping lies before their ſight, they conclude 
* there neither is nor: can be any help for them; 
„ and when to theſe temptations is joined a long 


delay of the divine ſuccour, they grow quite 


« diſpirited: Whereas we ſhould think that 


* means can: n ver be wa#ting to God. Peter 


«© had good grounds, from bis own experience, 


to ſay, : The Lord knows how ,to deliver the 
% god!y. out of temptation. : 2+ Pet. TR 9. Ways 
and means are always in his hands; did bis 


cc people 


® Great duty of prayer for each other, . 
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people but know how to pray aright, arid he 
knows how to effect their deliverance. His 
witdom i is infinite to plan methods, his power 
is almighty to put thoſe methods in execution, 
to accompliſh his work, were he even to cre- 
ate them. He is the Lord of Hoſts; his are 
all creatures, and all the elements. Whether 
it be by land or water that we ſtand in need 
of- his help. he is Lord over all. Are we in 
capilvity,: he can open any priſon ; ſtrangers 
and enemies, all things he can make to work 
for our good. Then conſider not any appa- 
rent want of means, but lcok-to his promiſe, 
as he can effect without means, and even 
againſt all means. Caſt thy care on God, he 
will'take care of thee. Art thou extremely 
poor? apply to lim; there's relief. Does fin, 
or any,otter trouble, moleſt thee? - whatever 


it be, he can remove it, and ſet thee free, 


© But thqu ſeeſt no means, and this diſpirits 
thee. Did the chu eh behave ſo in, Peter's 
caſe at oye-me; tioned ? Did they argue in 
this unwo: thy manner? Had we a friend at 
ccurt. to uſe his intereſt wish Hercd, or were 
there one of the guards whom we could bribe, 


or would the gaoler allow us acceſs to Peter, 


there would then be ſome hopes; but now all 
human means whatever, are wanting. To 
what purp: ſe therefore ſhould we pray? No, 
their: faith was too ſound. for any ſuch: infer- 
ence; : they knew that God had means inyi- 
ſible to us, and means which nothing cauld 
**, withſtand, As it was out cf, theepower of man 
to procure Peter's Teleaſcy.. an angel 1 is com- 
miſſioned for it. Believe, and fir thy deliver- 


'66 ance he will either find _—_ or by his cre- 
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* ative power produce them. al toings are 
ee polſible to bim that beheveth.” 


„But ſo many difficulties a in the way, 
that thy caſe ſeems deſperate, that to talk of 


- « ſifgcient*belp to thee, is talking of impoſſibi- 
% lities; but what obſtacle can there be to him, 
, *© whoſe werdlall nature inſtantly obeys? He is 


« every where Almighty 3 3 no place i is excluded 
« from his deminion. Does thy exigency re- 


% quire greater: power than that of Peter? Go 
to the priſon,” there thou findeſt him chained 
-*© betwixt two others, with a ſtrong guard at the 
„ door, à chain acroſs the door, then the iron 
„ gate; bot what are all theſe things to God? 
Peter's friends, under all theſe diſcourage- 


„% ments, continue in prayer; and'behold God, 


4 through theſe and many other obſtacles, in- 
-«« torpoſas for their comfort 


God alfo hears he requeſts of his children, 
and procures help, when, in appearance, our caſe 


. 18 irretrievable; and then is he truly an aſtoniff. 


ing helper, acting by contraries, and turning to 


our relief and advantage, what ſeemed: in the 


higheſt degree detrimental-; ſo that we after- 


«wards aſcribe all the glory to him, and ſay, Th: 
+ hath the Lord done. Then we mall own ourſelves 


-indebted to him for every thing; then we ſhall 
keep our thankſgivings, not with ſenſualiry and 
frantic mirth, but with humble praiſe and ac- 


——— : and not- extol cur ſeats, but the 


-wonders of the Eord, as David the great warrior 
did, Pfalm Kliv. 13. Our own arm did not ſav! 
* us, hut iby rigbt band, and thine arm, and tht 
"light W thy iy; Wea thou hadft a An 

u 


-* As was ſeen at the late thankſgiving. 
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unto them.” Thou art ny king, O God, command 
deliverance for Jacob Through.thee will we pujh 
dawn our enemies; through thy name will wwe tread 
them under that riſe uus; for ] will not truſt in & 
my bo neither hall my. ſword ſave me; but thou * 
haſt ſaved us from our enemies, and put to ame 
all thoſe thut hate us. - We pray indeed that the 
Lord, from whom alone comech victory, will. 
give courage to our army, - and-let his fear go be- 


fore it; that is, as in Samuel, chap. i. 14, 15, 


4. Very great tremdbling, a trembiing from God; 


for it is the God of armies who alone gives cou- 
rage to heroes, and takes it away; he cuts off the - 


ſirit from Princes, and is terrible to the princes f 


the earth. Pl. Ixxvi. 13. That the mighty men be 
come as cuomen, i. e. faint and fearful, Jeremiah. - 
li. 30. That 1s a formidable army indeed, Where. 
God himſelf performs woncers,. before which go 
the terrors of the Almighty, and follow their 
enemies; and ſuch an army will own their help 
to be only in the Lord; will aſcribe to him the 
victory and all the honour, and ſet their hands 
to the truth of what Solomen ſays, Prov. xxi. 
30. 31. T here is no wiſdom, or uuderſtanding, or 
counſe! againſt the Lord. The horſe is prepared. 
Against the day of battle, but ſafety is of the Lord. 
If many, though not all, ſo far gain upcn 
themſelves. as to depart from their lamentable 
negligence and impenitence, . and clear ſæ them- 
ſelves from other ſins; ſo likewiſe from idolatry, 
from all falſe confidence in man, and expect help 
and victory frem Almighty-God alone, the ouly 
creator of the heavens and the earth, and from 
me hea:t declare, Ihur, (that is, this or that 
power) Hall not {ave us,; we avill not ride upon 
horſes, neither will aur fay auy more tothe work of © 
| | our: 
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of hands, ye are our gods: in tbre the JOU a 
find mercy, Hoſea xiv. then will God ſend help, 
and ſhew that his thoughts to us are full of peace, 
though he conduRs them and brings them about 


by wonderful ways: For the Lord is wonderful 


in council, and glorious in working. 

When God threatens a country or town with 
deſtruction, but the inhabitants betake themſelves - 
to ſelf-conſideration and repentance, he in mercy- 
withholds the denounced judgments, and ſhews 
favour to the penitent ſinner. Of this we have a 
diſtinguiſned inſtance in the great city of Nine- 
veh. 80 God once threatened the children of 
Iſrael, that by reaſon of their idolatry he would 
no more go forth againſt their enemies, and aflift- 


them, as it ſtands in Judges, chap. x. 13. Now 


ye have forſaken ine, and ſerved other gods, there- 
gods which ye have choſen ; let them deliver you in 
the time of your tribulation. Yet, when they re- 
pented of their ſins, and called on him for help 
(but alſo put away their ſtrange gods) he was 
not backward to relieve them; for it is ſaid, ver. 
15, 16, Ard the children of. Tſracl ſaid unto the 
Lord, We have ſinned ; do thou unio us what ſeem- 
eth good unto thee, only deliver us, wwe pray thee, 


this day. And they put away their flrange gods: 


From among them, and ſerved the Lord, and his 
foul was grieved for the miſery of Iſrael. 

Theſe firange gods are all thoſe creatures 
which we fear, love, or rely. on, beyond. or 
cqually with God, or cleave to them with our 
hearts; and of theſe ſtran ge gods there are too 
many to be ſeen amon g profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
and even in our evangelical church; though our 
idolatry be not ſo ſtupid as sto fall. down before 


Imagęs 


dre will Ino more help you. Go, and cry unto the 
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images and ſtones. Now if, in true repentance, 
we put away theſe ſtrange gods, and implore the 
Lord's aſſiſtance (for they muſt both go together) 
God alfo will certainly pity our: dikreſſes, and 
gire us ſignal proofs of his loving- kindneſs: 
but repent we muſt, and depart from all idola- 
t:y and ungodlineſs; for God has affirmed that 
he does not defire the death of a ſinner, but he. 
will not allow us to continue in fin. That we 
muſt be converted and repent, is what he has 
alſo aftirmed, Ezekiel xxxin. 11. If we repent, 
and are converted, we ſhall live,, otherwiſe not; 
for ta violate his oath is not in the nature of God. 
We have at preſent great need to think.on St. 
John the Baptiſt's words, Match. iii. 8. Bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance. And v. 10. The. 
ax is laid to the root of the tree; therefore every 
tree which-bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn 
in MW down, and caſt into the fire. The ax is already 
e- laid here, that if we do not bring forth the right 
ip. fruits of repentance; the conſequence is, to be 


* hewn down and vurnt. ; 
Jo Our petitions for help muſt be penitential pe- 
be I titions* ;. ia which, like Daniel, we muſt ac- 
m- H | knowledge 
ee, : 

ods * * It is from the heart that abe muſs pray. Many, 


his i their prayers in the hours of diflireſs, ſay not a ward 
of repentance and converſion; couid it then be rhoug bt + 
res tba they are in the heart?  Wretched fiupidity !. One 
or i would think they tmagined that repentance did not be- 
long to them; at leaſt they pray tile @ peopis that do 

Dur . 5 
nghteout: eis, and who rave not forſaken the ordi- 
00 IN yance of God. Such, io be relieved, muft bring tbem- 
ferves to pray in ancther manner ; . for. what: Judith 
fays, chap. ix. 13, is an ever:afling trull: The 
ond thou baſt in abomination ; but with the bum- 
prayer of the diſtreſſed ahou art pleaſed. 


* 0 4 
, * 
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knowledge our iniquities before the Lord, and 
turn to him from every abomination; the ſormer 
will not do without the latter. A prayer fer help, 
without repentance and; converſion from fin, is 
not acceptable to the Lord, and will not be 
deard: for to go about praying away a cala- 
mity, and not thc fins for which God has f-nr the 
calamity, will never much mend our condition, 
Whilſt there are fins, wre:chedneſs'will follew 
them clufe at their heels. Such prayers imply 
an abſurdity, Therefore let us firſt with peni- 
tent and contrite hearts pray for remiſſion of ſins, 
and depart from every abomination, from all 
ſtrange gods, and from al! ſ*cret curſes, other- 
wiſe there is no ſtanding before the enemys This 
God himſelf ſ.id to Joſhua, joth. vii. 23, Our 
Ins hall fight againſt us, and furniſh the enemy 
with irreſiſtible arms: | | 
To this purp ic the above- ment oned Engliſt 
divine gces on: Our enemies à e many and 
„% powerful, and our innumerahl: fins give them 
«« further advantage over us. Every ſin forw-rds 
„% their pernicious deſigns. God has hitherto 
4 declared or our enemies; in chaſti ement for 
1 gur offences he has aſſiſted tbem; yet ve lin 
8 on with a trenetical 1 ardineſ:, as i W wie 
% void of all thoughts thi! a c. niuvuznce in fins 
6 will occaſion the continuznce of our difgra es 
„% Amazing! that ſo n an) juvgm-nt have bal 
4+ n influence on us! fit no gen ral repentane? 
% nor departure fr .m fir. i fe, among us. b he 
„ ſealon is n W cone, when, w ihovt Any 
« amendm-n_ in our morale, we are again me- 
„ king vigorous preparations for ten ing ficets 
% and mies againſt our enemies; but in. vail 
„ do we expect any uc f;, v .lſt ty our fins 
&- we allenate Cod from us, and provoke. 
66 Is 
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4 ſtill to make our enemies the ſcougges of his 
« quſtice, | | Rs . 
This likewiſe demands our attention. Would 
we that God, inftead of being againſt us, ſhould 
declare for us againſt our enemies, then we are 
not to fight againſt him by finful-courſes; but 
humble ourſelves before him, and put away every 
thing which may provoke him to anger; then we 
can properly. pray-for his kelp, and may conſi- 
dently aſſure. ourſclves that it will come, and in 
the beſt im:. This we may-plainly ſee in the 
before- mentioned chapter of. Judges, the people 
Iſrael nut. only cried unto the Lord, but put 
away the ſtrange gods from among them, and 
then the Lo' de had pity on them. It was the 
ſame with the Ninevites; they, beſides praying 
and faſting, turned from the violence of their 
hands, and every evil way, as it ſtands in Jonah, 
chap. ii. 8. The King cauſed it to be proclaimed, 
that they. ſhould cry mightily unto God: yea, let 
them turn every one frem his evil way, and from 
the violence of his hands. There was both cry- 
ing and weeping, but there was. likewiſe turning; 
from th violence of their hands; and this vio.” 
J:nce cf the hand particularly imports all iniqut= 
tous dealings, together wich many other fins com- 
mitted by the hand, and among th ſe may juſtly 
be included: li:entious books, the hand being the 
chief inftrumert in them. 
1 From all theſe violences cf the hand we muſt 
de 2b{-lutely turn away ; be cleanſed and ſanctiſied 
from chem; and, , life up holy hands, they are 8t. 
Paul's cen words, 1. Tim. 11. 8. and how can we 
el With any confidence lift up our bands in prayer, 
: when with them we habitually commit all kinds 
aus al fin and un. ĩghteouſneſa ? Therefore St. Jamg: 
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iv. 8. g.zexhorting us to prayer, ort draw near 
to God, ſays: Draw nigh unto God, and he 
«will draw nigh unto you: . cleanſe your hands ye 
finners, and purify your hearts, ye. 2 
Be afflicted and mourn, aud abeep; let your laugh- 
ter be turned ta mourning. and your joy to beavineſs, 
Thus the hands, but alſo firſt the heart, muſt be 
purifi d from all ſins and worldly tempers; not 
only from groſs fins, but we muſt humble our- 
ſelves for the depravity of nature, the abomina- 
tion of original fin ; and with heart-felt-contrition 
make Chriſt our refuge, as the ſole reconciler, 
and mercy ſeat; and, in this manner only is it 
that we can obtain mercy and peace in our 
hearts; and then likewiſe we may properly 
ſupplicate for temporal quiet and preſerva- 
tion from calamit us, and the Lord will help and + 
lift up the light of his countenance on us. Would ; 
we, according to God?s thoughts of peace, alſo y 
obtain outward: peace; we are firſt to ſeek the 1 
2 ard true ſpiritual peace, peace with God; 0 
F -and indeed we are to be more concerned for this 2. 
peace and friendſhip with God, than for meer 0 
outward peace, theugh this be no ſlight benefit; 1 
but to be in a covenant of peace with God, to . 
know aſſuredly that God 18. our friend, our re- 11 
conciled father in Chriſt, all whoſe thoughts to- e 
wards us are peace and love, this is felicity be- 2 
yond expreſſion: ſuch being our ſtate, we may, t 
N 
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amidſt all the outward tumults of war, preſerre 
an inward calm, a quiet heart; we may ſay with 
the Pſalmiſt, I will lay me down in peace, anu + 
fleep; for thou O Lord only maleſt me to davell in :k 
_ ſafety, Pſalm iv. g % . % F008 A | 
But he who is deſirous of having /this peace 
with God, muſt. not think of continuing way * 
— perſon 


1457) 
, perſon an enemy to God; that valuable friend. 
ſhip muſt be ſought by totallwrenouncing and ab- 
ſtaining from every appearance” of evil, as offen- 
five to God. He muſt not only turn from the 
- violence of his hands, from glring iniquities, 
- from: groſs ſins, butebe cleanſed from his carnal 
di ſpoſi tion, which: is converſant about, drives 
after, and rsliſhes thoſe things only which pleaſe 
the fleſh. Such carnality is enmity with: God; 
, whilſt that rules, there can be no pleafing God, 
no peace with God: for St. Padl, Rom. viii. 7, 
8. expreſsly ſays, he carnal mind is enmity a- 
 gainſt Go; they 'that are in ibe fleb cannot 
pleaſe God. In verſe 6 it is even ſaid, 0 he care 
nally minded. it death, (ſpiritual death; the con- 
ſequence of which is eternal death; as lilkewiſe 
in verſe. 13, ye tive in the fleſh, ye fall die. 
Senſuality. living according to the fleſh, brought 
the deluge on the old world. It is not faid of 
the Antediluvians, that they. lived in flagrant en - 
ormities, in atrbcious ſins, ſuch as are at preſent 
in vogue; but only that they were ſenſual, walk- 
T ed according to the fleſh, in fupinity:and/indul}-. 
5 gence; would not be taught by the ſpirit of God, 


JJ ⁵ mt at ECD BO eas 


oU> 


0 or lend an ear 40' Noah, : the. divine preacher of 
2 repentance; all their thoughts ran on temporal 
J- enjoy ments; they were ſo:taken-up with eating 
1 and drinking, marrying and gieing in marriage, 


L that the things of eternity were quite out of theip 
e mind; and thus they were ſwept away by an un- 
h paralelled cataſtrophe. Thus ahfd «the: :foolifh 
# virgins are not deſcribed as vicious diſſolute per- 
ſons, but on the: contrary were outwardly virtue 
ous, aſſociated: with the pious. They made a 
ye of: Chriſt. or the true religion and be 
ba 


decently. '' Fhey even went erth with the 


18 
ethers to meet the bride; room, and yet the door 
was ſhut againſt them; for, amiiſt all their ex- 
ternal decency, the, we e ſupine» ad negligent, 
and carnally mi ded; for they had not the oil of 
the ſpirit, no true livng faith, but r ſted on a 
meer appearance of godlineſs. and too late gave 
themſelves any concern about the oil of the ſpirit; 
thus th ir carnality, to them 1:kewiſe proved de- 
ſtruction and -e-erlaiting death: in them a ſo 
was arcompliſn d the ſaying, that 10 be carnally 
minded, is death; and in the wiſe was alſo made 

>0d. wh-t. immediately follows; but zo be-/pi- 

ritually minded, is life and peace; and in ver. 13, 
But if through the ſpirt ye mortiſy the deeds of the. 

1 Heſb, ye ſhall live. Are we chen deſirous of life 

and peace with God, then we. mult lay down all 

F fleſhly tempers, no longer Jive according to the 

fleſn, bu: b. ſoiritually minded, put on a new, 
ſpiritual and divine frame of mind, be born of 

the ſpirit in heart, ſoul, mind., and all our pow- 
ers, become qui e other perſons; or from the 
heart be obedient to the ward of God, and walk 
in the narrow way; and th's Jikewiſ: vill be the 
means for obtaining bodily peace and ſafety; 
for as we have already mentioned, our God haz 
expreſsly declared, that were we obedient to his 
word, didi wYme walk in his ways, he would ſoon 
bring to naught our enemies, or incline them to 
be fliends with us: for to him who is in a cove- 
nant of p ce, in friend ſhip or communion with 
God, and who lives a godly hfe, no enemy can 
do any hurt, as St. Pete ſavs: Who can do ye 
narm, i ye be Followers of that which is good: 
ſuch a perton takes the right method for peace. 
ke diligently endeavouts after it, and. obtains it.“ 

And thus, namelx, by a true. conxerſion to God. 

S_. 4 


would 
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_ would all men, in all ranks, labour after inter- 
nil peace, and promote the works of peace, it 
would much more promote national peace, than 
any pacific ſchemes merely human. Pacific 
ſchemes are often ſet on foot, and national peace: 
is often the ſubject of long congreſſes; yet after 
years they have been Known to break up without 
effect, particularly in the thirty years war 
Wnat retards national peace more than the ſins 
of countries, who, inſtead of ſeeking peace with 
God by true repentance and converſion, deſpiſe 
his overtures of peace? | 
Would men cf all ranks eloſe with this graci - 
ous propoſal of peace ſrom God, that they ſhould 
turn to the Lerd, then would all ranks, with 
united ſtrength, prepare themſelves, and ſay: 
Come and let us return unto the Lord, for be hath 
torn, and he will heal us: he hath ſmitten, and 
he will bind us up, Hoſea, vi. 1. The clergy, 
as in right reaſon they ſhould, would then ſet 
the example of more earneſtly ſeeking peace with 
G d by true repentance; and with tears and 
fuppl:cations implere help and forgiveneſs, as in 
Forl ti. 17. Let the priefts, the minifters of the 
Lord, <w:eþ between the porch and the altar, and 
let them fry, ſpare thy people, O Lord, and give 
not thy h 1itage to a reproach, that the heathen 
Fould rule over them; wherefore fhould they ſay 
among the people, where is now their G Here 
God imtelf lays down a penitential prayer and 
ſu plica ion, te moe comfortable, as it will 
certa ny be heard, God himſelf aving put the 
Werds into Gur mauchs. Thus let not only all 
teachers and divines, but likewiſe ali profeſſors 
in untverſittes, of every faculty, turn unto the 
Lord, ans go betete others in teting a good *. 
8 | am ple; 
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ample; and as the ſtudents of divinity are $0. by; 
indef.tigab'e to prepre themſelves to become. 
meſſengers and angels cf peace, they will previ- 
ouſly, in the order of true ccnverſion, endeavour 
after the peace of Gd. 2 
The magifſtracy. will confider what we pray 
for, namely, that God will give to all ſovereigns 
and magiſtrates, peace and good government, 
that they may govern. the: people under their 


charge wich wi dom and equity, and properly 


conſult their temporal Welfare. Now- a gocd 
government, a proſperous adminiſtration, is only 
to be obtained by the rulers. and mugiſt- ates giv- 
ing themſelves up to be guided by God; or 
when the fear of God holds the helm of govern- 


ment, when magiſtrates and p'acemen preſerve 


a clear conſcience, . and clean hands, abhorring 
cove:ouſneſs, t:kinp no gi ts, and being in their 
ſtations, ſuch as Jethro, . Moſes's father in-law, 
recommends to h.m, Exodus xviii. 21. Provide 
out of all the people able men, ſuch as fear (ied. 
mer of truth, bating covetouſneſs. 

The me-chant:, trade inen, and the common- 
alty would in their turn ſ\:cond theſe endeavours 
for peace; and inſtead of tiving-to amaſ money 
by wickedneſs and iniquity, and making earthly, 
things t eir ſole purſuit, would firſt ſtrenuouſly 
ſeek the kingdom of God; this, accor-ing.t 


Chriſt's plain words, would produce every other 
kind of peace and ſecurity, and cenſequently that. 


of the body and property. 


The latter elaſs maze a»clam>ur about tha 
badneſs of the times, and the deadneſs of trade, 
but who compla ins of his corrupt heart, his 


wicked life, and of ſpirituall) dead times: but» 


ter times are to be had enly by becoming better 


c ce cc. 
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men, by making chriſtianity; tlie kingdom off 
God, the ſalvation of your ſ-als,: your main 
view, your capital endeavour ;- for, among the 
generality, it is but a collateral concern, a thing 
by the bye. Alas ! how many are fo abO1bed 
in an unſatiable purſuit of the the things of dme, 
that they never have one ſerious thought about 
their fouls and eternity: uncertain wealth, 
empty honour, debe ſing pleaſures, are purfued 
with a giddy eagerneſs; whilſt the care of the 
ſou! is Jaid afide, till the terrors of à fick bed was 
rouze it, as if this 8 of ſmall impor» 
tance, and could eatily be d iſpatched. 

Infinite joy, or endleſs woe, 
Att: nds on every breath; 
And yet how unconcern'd we go, 
Upon the brink of dea ch. 

From this deplorab'e torpor, God, by the 
preſ ent war, would awaken men of all degrees, 
and eſpe: ia ly our proteſtant churches, wuom it 
moſt con erns to lay theſe admonitions to heart, 
and at length to tink on the things which be- 
lung to:their peace; therefore it behoves us to 
mind God's graciou end, to forward it, and 
amend. our ſelves. This let every one do without 
delay, and not wait for an example to be ſet to 
him z. rather let every one think thus: though 
none ſhou!ld-.aind God's admonitions and amend, 
yet will I pray to God that he would give me 
true repentan e and amend me; that we, at laſt, 
may anſwer the gracious ends cf his judgments. 

Very few enter into the cauſes of the: war, and 
God's views in it: they think it was ſo from 
the beginning, and ſo it ever will be: with them 
ten o t-enty thouſand men killei or wounded 
in a battle, is a trifle, it being: no more than cuſ- 

1 1 | | tomar ; 
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by any ſudden accident, they exprefs a great 
deal of concern! Others lock on peace or war 
as merely fortuttous, witnout a ſingle thought of 
God as a righteous judge; and the ſucceſſes and 
diſadvantages are attributed to one accident or 
Another; whereas they ſhou'd believe, and they, 
may be aſſured of it, the cauſe of war, and every 
other calamity, is fin; th's is the rignt point of 
light in which they are to bch-1d calamiy ; let 
them repair to a field of battle, and ſurvey that 
horrid ſpectacle, that cannot but bring them to 
own the abomina'1on of finy and that, «ſpecially 
in regard to war, the wages of fin is death. 
Other ima; ine every thing depends on men, 
and that in their hands are war and peace; but 3 
cur God ſais, in Iſaiah xlvi 6. 7, I ani the Lord, b. 
and there is none elſe; I form the light, and create 
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darineſs ; and our Saviour ſays, Matth. x. That 5 
without the will cf his Father, not a hair falls 5 
from our bead, they being all numbered; muh * 
leſs does any great deſtruct on come to paſs on n 
earth, without his permiſſion, o, I mey ſay, di- * 
rection: if he creates all things, and I tnings oh 
proceed from bim, then muſt he in all things, "68 
and conſequent), in the cala mit ies of war, have all 


his gracious purpoſes; and thus it behuves every | 
one, within the le ch ef ſuch c:limities, to at- 
tend to God's purpri , and reflect: way is th 9 
evil befallen me? Waeretorec doth Gd ſend it 
on me? Hie ſwe'y intends to awake mme, to 
bring me to the knowledge of my uns, and to te- 
pentance; let me, with the loſt ſun, commune 
with myſeli: let me for once be of a right mind, 
and aſk myſelf: How 1: 1: with me? if I die in 
my preſcnt condition, can I hope for talvatzon? 
Does net ſuch and ſuch a fin bear dem, 
| me 
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me? And under ſuch can I appear before God's 
judgment? 1 herefore, according to God's holy 
purpoſe, I will ariſe and turn from all my fins: 
Now, if all, or only many, thought in this 
manner, and diligently, as at Nineveh, prepare 
themſelves to feek the Lord, then would he alſo 
look on us as his cioſen Iſrael; for he has given 
us that ineſtimable jewel his word, and ſtill 
dwells among us. E? 1 3 40 72 
Did we amend ou-ſelves, very certainly would 
God look with pity on the many proteſtant 
countries now greaning under diſtreſſes; God 
does not delight in pliguing and àfflicting the 
children of men, but only intends their amend- 
ment. In us let his views be accomplithed, and 
let us amend ourſeives, and then his delight will 
be to do us goed; but eſpecially will he protect 
and keep up among us his church, his kingdom, 
and work. At preſent, accordingito the before 
cited forty-ſixth Pſalm, he works ſo great a de- 
ſtruction upon earth, and by his judgments is 
chin powerfully, that he ce tainly has in 
hand ſomething great and good; that is, for his 
| church and congregation, for the city 'of God, 
and thus for every particular member of it, for 
6 all the faithſu. lo 2076309 uns 
7 Thus the faithſul, in a particuler manner, 
may, and ſhould think, that to them God's 


beart is full of, over. flows with, thoughts of 
peace; and that, amidſt al! the diſturbances of 
e war, he has an eye to their ſafery and happineſs; 
ES. 


conſ.quently that he will give peace to their 
ſouls, and maintain it uninterrupted; end it is 
the diſturbe rs. of in ward quiet, diſbelieving cares 
2nd diſſipations of the mind, » hich they are more 
to be afraid at than of the outward diſturk ances 
Wär. 1 heſe 
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Theſe diſſipations and mental confuſions. are, 
in the preſent junture, much promoted by an 
exceſũve cutiolity in polit.cs, by a fondvels for 
bearing and reading the public papers On this 
account, in a certain place, feveral devout per- 
ſons have entered :in:o an agreement that they 
you'd read or talk of the. events of this war, no 
more than is neceſſary, to excite themſelves to 
prayer, and ſtrengthen thei faith: they are, more 
deſirous of employing themſelves about Chriſt, 
their prince of peace, of learning from his word 
to know him better; and certainly he who gives 
himſelf pp to an employment ſo acceptable to 
God, who by faithful prayer is continually ſeek. 
ing the peace of Chriſt, ſhall nat he much di- 
verted frcm this .confolatory and iftrengthcning 
exerciſe, by war or other worldly commotions, 
it being a delight to God when ſouls. defire and 
embrace his peace; and of war itſelf, with other 
calamzties, the and is, that nen ſhould: he awa- 
:kened and ſeek after peace with God; it is not 
to be thought that God with: holds from them 
this communication of peace, or renders them in- 
capable of it. Now, if we ſeek to obtain peace 
with God and Chriſt, and. ſhut. aur heart againſt 
all ſpiritual diſturbets of opr quiet, and be con- 
tinually, ſending. forth ſupplications before God, 


in his ſecret tabernacle, and ap it were.in his au · 


dience-chamber, then may we, amidſt temporal 
gonvulſons, ſit down at his. feet in reſt and tran» 
quiliy for the children ate with the father, 
in his chamber, even in bis heart, for, he himſelf 
was pleaſ:d toiſay, Iſaiah xlvi. 3. Wat aue. auen 
Zern by him in the body, and carried in the aumb. 
This father is the Almighty God, who: can 
protcet his children againſt. all men, — 
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very gates of hell, and no enemy ſhall be able to 
diſlodge them from God's heart, which is their 
ſecure fortre's: rather outward difturbances 
ſhall anly drive them wich gleater eagerneſs to 
God, and Chriſt their prince of peace, and cauſe 
them more cloſely to attach themſclves ro Chriſt, 
from the experience that. out. of him there can be 
quiet; but in and with him they have continual 
peace, and. gh peace God, which paſſes all un- 
 derflanding. heeps their hearts and minds, as # 
ftrong garr.ſan keeps the city, that, in the miſtſt 
of war, they have fecurity, protection, peace, 
and tranquility! thereſore is it a peace that 
p ſeth all underſtanding, and not like the peace 
of the world, which depends on thriving : fflu- 
g ence, and living as one lifts: but this peace of 
$ God keeps us calm and fcrene, when all the 
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id world labours with commetions.; for the faith- 
er Foul live in the true city, of peace, which is the- 
2» reſidence of Chriſt, the prince of peace, who is 


ot himſelf their peace, a peace which cannot be 
m diturbed, though the mountains were remove 
n- and caſt into the ſea. 
ce Do heli: vers feel any calamity? Or are they 
nk aſſaulted with mi-ny fears, and think tnat as judge' 
m- ment begins from the houſe of God, ſo it may 
d, come their way? Yet they know it to be no 
we jodgment in wrath, but only a judgment on the: 
ral EU fleſh, their remaining carnal tempers, on the re- 
ne lies of idolatry, and their attachment to tempo. 
. .ral things, to the creatures from which the Lord: 
intends now-to:purify them; this is pure mercy” 
and-favour, -God. being angry, not with them, 
but with their enemy, with fin, and will deaden- 
it mere and more, for this is what themſelves: 
Lo :Create 
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- Create my nature pure within, 
And form my ſoul averſe to fin: 
Let thy good ſpirit ne'er depart, 
Nor hide thy preſence from my heart. 

So that the faithful, amidſt all the burthens, 
diſturbances, and havock of war, defire to re- 
pent and cleanſe themſelves more and more from 
all love of the world, from all filthineſs of fleſh 
and ſpirit; they defire to be the firſt, as ſhining 
examples among thoſe who are now improving 
their repentance, and put away all ſtrange gods 
that may have lurked in them, who are ſecuring 
their hearts better, that notkirg may again 
greatly intrude jitſelf there to pollute their devo- 
tion, and diſturb their quiet. | 

. Particularly, they will now pray with more 
fervour and faith; and as for themſelues, fo 
likewiſe for others: to this even the very cala- 
mities of war will move them; for though fre- 
quently the prevailing fins of the country feem 
to hinder ſuch faithful prayer and interceſſion, 


yet they know the divine command, that they 


are to pray for all men; and that it is good and 
acceptable to God, as our God would bawe al 


men to be ſaved, and: has given his ſon for a re- 


demption of ail, 1. Tim. ii. 6. If other ſecure 
perſons do not prepare to feek God, and are har- 


dened againſt religious conſideration, and are 


dumb with regard to prayer and ſupplication; 
yet they will be a mouth for theſe dumb wretches, 


and the more earneſtiy pour themſelves out be fore 
God, that he will give to ſuch a lively repen- 
t:nce,: and a heart and mouth for prayer: they 
think, that as the ſins and abominations of care- 
leſs perſons cry againſt them to God, they, in 
the communion ef the bloyd and interc. ſſiun of 
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Chriſt which eries fer them, are alſo the more to 
cry for them; for the blood and in erceſſi n of 
Chriſt drowns all the clamours of fin and ſatan. 
The greater the ſpiritual and bodily diſtreſſes, 
the greater ſhou'd and will be our compaſſionate 
love, and conſequently our warmth and eagerneſs 
in prayer, by which we may be happy inſtru- 
ments to help our miſerable fellow creatures in 
their wretchedneſs! Let us only conceive thats 
every one of theſe perſons in ſuck a deplorable* 
ſituation cries, come and help us; this can, and 
certainly will be dane, if we pray for them; in 
doing this we procure a bleſſing for our own 
Du's: it is a holy exer iſe and furtherance of 
faith and love, and we thereby acquire a moſt 
ſure teſlim ny of our ſtate of grace; fervent 
praye for o ters, eſpecially for their ſpiritual 
wolfa e, evidences the purity of our hearts, and 
the belt love to gur neighbours. And what may 
we not cxpect, if we plentifully ſow the ſeed of 
our prayer, and interceſſion for all men? "And 
we ſhalt herea ter ſee that our prayer, weak as it 
appeared to us, ha yet conir.-buted ſemething to 
the ſaving ſo m-ny touls; and thus this time of 
military diit.urbanc: s is, to the f ita ful, a ſeaſon 
full of blefliags, a hap. y ſ.ed-time, Which wilt 
be ſucceeded by a rick harveſt, Av 
Thus nothing, by whatever name it be called; 
ſould hinder us from prayer and interceſſion for 
ot ers; faith and love being two wings which 
fa avivz alimpetiments, all offences, all ſins, 
they prey for all men, as the Saviour himſelf on 
the c oſs pray:d for. thoſen Who cruciſfied' him; 
faith looks to the blood of Chriſt, wü ich prepon- 
de:ates ag inſt all the fins of the world, and love 
covers the multitude of ſins. If we faint, and 


Are 


ful people, our faith and our love is ſtill weak; 
we are deficient in the knowle ge of the com- 

paſſionate love, patience, and log: ſufferance ef 
God; we do not ſufficiently conſider with what 
exceeding patience God, in form:r times, in our 
ſins, bore with us, and hov we ouyht to lay to 


heart the patience of the Lord for our ſalvation, 


as in I'ai:h lxv. 2. G d himſelf fays, All the days 
long have I ſpread ont my hands unto a rebellious 
people, of whole great ſins he gives an ample de- 
ſ.rip.ion;; yet has he patience with them, and 
the whole day, that is, du-ing their whole liſe, 
he ſtretches out his hand to them, that is, would 
ill draw them to him. Des God, the righteous: 
judge, in lis great patience, ſtreich out his hand 
the hol: day to a peop'e laden wit? iniquitie:? 
O let us not be wanting in paticnc2 and com- 
pom to lift up our hands in prayer for a diſo · 
tent people without f inting, and we are not 


to doubt of being heard, and obtaining help; 


however impious a man be, we are not to deſpair 
of him, nor are we to caſt away our confiience,: 
though fin, and calamity, the puniſhment of fin;. 
be at the higheſt pitch; the greiter the ſins are 


which cry againſt a nation, the greater the cala - 


mitiez are which we behcld, theſe ſhould only 
increaſe our earneſtneſ in prayer, render us more 


ardent in our intereeſſions for ſucn a ſinful nation; 


and its fins, ſo. far from deterring; us to p ay for 


them, ſhould the more incite us, there being the 
rea er neceflity ; and if ſatan. can plunge man- 
Lind deeper in fi», much more can the ſpirit of 
God awaken believers to prayer; that at length 
fatan's machinations. will be certainly —_ 
4 


and God obtain the victory. 
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We indeed frequently hear of new crimes and i 
enormities, whie h naturally make us backward | 
in prayer; but let them animate us to fervency 
and perſeverance, ana in this reſpe& we are, as 
it were, to gather figs from thorns; that is, the 
more fins cry for vengeance, we are the more to 
cry for grace: '*©* ptanting, ?* ſays the above 
Engliſh writer, „that the ſins of our country 
« cry aloud for vengeance, then let our prayer 
« for mercy be ſtill louder. Eliſha ſtands up 
« for ſtiff-necked Iſrael, and Amos for febelli- 
© ous Judah, and the Lord ſhews mercy; but 
« Eliſha and Amos were men like ourſelves: let 
us therefore be animated by their example, 
and even with the like importunity inſiſt at 
the throne of grace; while God 1s pleaſed to 
allow us an hour for prayer, let none deſpond 
as though it were too late: our danger is cer- 
te tainly great, yet whilſt God calls in his word, 
„„ It is not too late to call upon him in prayer, 
he often permits men to ſink, before he holds 
out a helping hand to them; our extremity is 
his opportunity. When Peter was within a 
ſew hours of his intended death, then, be- 
hold! God delivers him: pray alſo, that 1 
above all things there may be in your requeſts 1 
« a, faithful confidence, and that you may con- i 
© clude them with an aſſured Amen; then God 
© cannot deny the wiſh of the heart, as in ſo 
« doing he muſt deny himſelf.” cn 
Sometimss, indeed, a believer is apt to ima. 
pine, that the prevalence of ſins, and abominati- 
ons of a country, may be ſach, that God will 
not accept of any prayer, as a prayer; it is, ſays 
Luther, as if the prayer recoiled, and they very 
often find it extremely difficult to pray with 
l K any 
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any faith or confidence; but inſtead of liſtening 


to theſe thoughts, they are to think that though 


they hear of, and ſee a great deal of deteſtable 
wickedneſs; yet there is alfo much good, which 
they do not ſee, but which God fees and knows; 
for the eye of the Lord is over all things, and 
from him no fecret is hid: as he ſees the evil, 
ſo alſo the good; but of both we f:equently have 
not a right to view. Let them believe that there 
are ſtill many ſecret, wreſtlers with God, whom 
they know nothing of; for it may be with many 
ſerious praying chriſtians, as with Elias, who it 
is ſaid, Rom. xi. 2. cried out to God, and com- 
plained againſt Iſrael, ſuppoſing himfelf to be the 
only perſon whe had not bowed the knee to idols; 
whereas God informs him, that it was not in the 
eorthquake, or the tempeſt, but in the ſoft gentle 
breezes that he talked to him, and ſhews that he 
has reſerved to himſelf ſeven thouſend, who have 
not bowed the knee to Baal; that therefore he 
ſhould go his way and labour further among the 
people, and not pray againſt, but fer Iſrael, 
Thus, we alſo are not to abſtain from faithful 
interceſſion, on account of the prevalency of {in 
among us, and not to queſtion our being heard; 
For though in Ezek. xiv. God ſays that auh he 
is re/alwved to chaſtiſe a land. he wwill not ſpare it, 
though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, and 
prayed for it, they ſhall only deliver their own ſouls; 
yet, Who can ſay that God has irrevocg- 

- By determiaed-to, puniſh and make deſolate this 
land? this is an extraordinary procedure, at leaſt 
God has not been pleaſed to reveal it to us; 

therefore we are to continue in general prayer, 
making interceſſion for all men, Jeſus having 


given himſelf a redemption for all, and God 
| | would 


8 
would have all men to be ſaved; fo that we are 
not to look ſo much to the ſins of the narion, or 
extraordinary particular caſes, as the general 
promiſe and example of Chriſt, as likewiſe that 
of the faithful, ſet before us in the ſcriptures: 
they continued praying in behalf of their wicked 
countrymen,. though God had threatened to de- 
troy them: of this we have a particular inſtanee 
in Moſes, to whom God himfelf fays, Exodus 
xxxii. 9, 10, I hae ſeen this people, and bebald 
it is a ſtiſſnected people; now therefore let me alone, 
that my aurath may wax hot; an that I may con- 
fume them, and I will make of thee'a great nation. 
New, even at this, no ſuch thought aroſe in 
Moſes, that God would abſolutely defirby the 
people without regard to any interceſſion ; far 
from it, he immediately fell to praying and in- 


terceding; and it is ſaid, verſe 11. Aud Moſes 


leſougbt the Lord his Mod, and ſaid, Lord, why 
does thy wrath wax hot againſt thy penples, And 
in the like manner hz had frequently prayed to 


(God, even after expreſs menaces of extermina- 


ting the people; much more are we to pray for 
2 ſinſul nation, God not having declared that he 
will abſolutely deftroy it. How fervently did 
Abraham alſo inſiſt in behalf cf the deteſtable cit 

of Sodom? And yet was this im portunity fo 
acceptable to God, that he declared ke would 
pardon both Sodom and the othet cities, if only 


ten righteous perſons were found thewelgt-#hd 


even for the ſake of Lot alone God ſpared the 
town of Zoar, which otherwiſe would have been 
Involved in the general cataſtrophe, Gen. xix. 
21. Much more will God ſpare a town or coun- 
try, and not give it into the hands of furious 
enemies, when not only one or two, but many 

. believers, 


672) 


© believers, make themſelves as a-wall by prayers 


and fupplications, and ſtand in the gap; God 
looks out and ſeeks for them, as in Ezek. xxii. 
30, 31. Behold I ſought for a man among them that 
ſhould make 4 as a wall, and ftand in the gap 
before me for the land, that I ſhould not deſtroy it; 
but I found none: therefore have I poured out my 
indignation, &C. | Zi 
om we ſee that God would not have deſtroyed 
the country, had only one been found, who, like 
Moſes, would have ſtood in the gap, and have 
interceded with earneſt ſupplication; ſo when, 
according to outward appearance and our own 
conceptions, it ſeems as if God would net hear 
and holp, as if he had turned away his gracious 
countenance.from our land and nation ; yet are 
wie xot to judge of God's heart from our concep- 
tions, nor the melancholy aſpect of our affairs; 
nor to ceaſe from interceſſion; rather we are the 
more to humble ourſelves, and the more (with 
Daniel) acknowledge our and the national ſins, 
the more fervently to pray far grace and help, 
and like the Iſraelites, in Judges, ſay from our 


heart: Ye have ſinned; do thou unto us whatſoever 


Seemeth good unto thee; deliver us only, awe pray 
thee, this day, Judges x. 15, Let it go hereafter 
as it will, only now ſhew us thy ſalvation. To 
be helped this time was all their requeſt; and 
the Lord pitied and helped them. Herein we 
muſt farther obſerve, and learn this of theſe pray- 


ing Iſraelites, that we are not to dictate to God, 


to tell him how ſoon, and in what manner, we 
would have him help us; but commit every thing 
to his wiſdom and will, as theſe ſaid, Do with 
us as it pleaſeth thee; for God's will is always 
wiſe and gracious, always intends the beſt for us. 


' When, 
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When, in our prayers, we rely on his wiſe and 
gracious will, we remain quiet, however things 
go, and we ſee that of a certainty he hears our 


prayers; but if we would have his ſuccour in 


ſuch and ſuch a manner, and at this and that 
time, and take it into our heads that things muſt 
go ſo and ſo, as moſt agreeable to the fleſh, that 
we may de no ſufferers by it, and afterwards 
come to be diſappointed, then we are filled with 
perturbation, we have dark thoughts of God, 
and doubt whether our prayers are heard, Where- 
as this is a doubt not to bg admitted, if we do 
but pray according to .the will of God, with a 
believing heart, with a reſigned devotedneſs to 
him, and more eſpecially pray for ſuch help as 
will moſt tend to the glory of his name, and the 
aggrandiſement of his kingdom, that is that 
he will protect his church and its members. This 
muſt ever lie cloſe to qur hearts, and imprint our 
ſupplications; and it is the beſt for ourſelves 
that we glorify his gracious will, and ſay to one 
3yother, a 


Be all our fretful paſſions huſhe, 

Let each rebellious ſigh 

Be ſilent at his ſovereign will, 
And ev'ry murmur die. 


If ſmiling mercy crown our lives, 
Its praiſes. ſhall. be ſpread, 
And we'll adore the juſtice too 
That ſtrikes our comforts dead. 


Thus are we to zcquieſce in God, to be con- 
tented with his government and ways, and reg 
on his will alone, without wiſhing, that this ar 
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(54) | 
that may come to paſs according to our humours. 
We do not ſo much as know what is beſt for the 
welfare of the body, much leſs for the ſalvation 


of ſouls, and the kingdom of God; and certainly 
to this it is that both the calamity and the relief 
muſt be ſubſervient. | 

And though the calamity continues, and ſo 
far from any proximity of help, according to ap- 
pearance, the clouds thicken, and additional 
diſtreſſes come on, we are not to diſcontinue our 


prayer, not to be difcouraged, but rather pray 


more fervently, more ardently, and aſcend from 
one degree of prayer to another, from aſking to 
ſecking, from ſeeking to knocking, and at length 
God will certainly hear and help. To this pur- 
poſe Luther ſays, in his 7. 1e Fall, that preci- 
ous prayer ſupported the church; for prayer 
hitherto had done moſt for the church, and there- 
fore prayer ought to be kept up. And Chriſt 
ſays, Af, and ye ſhall receive; ſeek, and ye ſpall 
find ; knack, and it ſhall be opened wato you Firſt, 
when we are in temptation, he will have us pray 
for God very often ſhrouds bymſelf, and will not 
be found; then we are to ſe:k him, that is, to 
he inſtant in prayer; and when we ſeek him, he 
withdraws, as it were, into a cio{gh, and to get ac- 
.cefs in there, we muſt knock; when one hag 
given a knock or two, he hears a little; laſtly, 
when the knocking becomes importunate, he 
opens, and ſays, What auilt tbeu have? Lord, 
tay, I would have this or that. The anſwer is, 
Mt is granted. Here are, I believe, many pious 
ne; who pray ſedulouſſy; but here are alſo, 

fear, many clouds without water, many ene- 
mies to the croſs of Chriſt; therefore mind this 
ſaying.: prayer means aſking, caliing, ſeeking, 
a __ knocking, 


(75) 
knocking, violent knacking, and this we are to 
be continnally plying without ceaſing. : 

For if we do not ceaſe from praying, much 
leſs will God ceaſe from hearing and helping us; 
our prayer being to him as a ſweet voice, and 
as a fragrant odour, which aſcends up to him 
in heaven; and, as the ſon of Sirach ſays, 
pierces the clouds, and does not ceaſe till the Lord 


. looks into it. Inward and outward calamities 


continue, ſo let us alſo continue in prayer; for 
it is not beginning to pray, one fleeting ſit of 
devotion, but aſſid uity and perſeverance, which 
at length obtains help. It is not one ſtroke 
which fells a tree, no, nor the firſt or ſecond, 
but the laſt, If the firſt has contributed to the 
fall of the tree, without proceed ing to the laſt, 
it would have been of no ccnſequence. Thus. 
all our petitions prcmote aur relief, and not one 
is loſt; yet muſt we hold on, elſe we render even 
our prayers fruitleſs. If our God long delays 


his help, this is not to be underſtood as if he will 


give us nothing. or very little, but that he will 
give us the more; for by this delay of hls ſignal 
help, he only renders our hearts the more con- 
trite or emptied of all ſelf- merit, or earthly con- 
ñdence, (and thereby renders us more apt for, 
and capable of, the gifts of his grace] he makes 
more room and place in the hearts for his gifts 
that we may be the more deſirous of them, and 
afterwards make a better uſe of them. Thus he 
richly compen ſates for the delay, and does abap-, 


gaulſy abe all that we aff or think! and in ex, 


ternal and bodily calamities qiſplaying his glori- 
ous help, juſt at the time when the calamity: is 
at its height, when all human help is at an end 
for that is wich God the proper ſeaſon for the 
Tie het ee xaltation 
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(74) | 
that may come to paſs according to our humours. 
We do not fo much as know what is beſt for the 
welfare of the body, much leſs for the ſalvation 
of ſouls, and the kingdom of God; and certainly 
to this it is that both the calamity and the relief 
muſt be ſubſervient. 

And though the calamity continues, and ſo 
far from any proximity of help, according to ap- 
pearance, the clouds thicken, and additional 
diſtreſſes come on, we are not to diſcontinue our 
prayer, not to be diſcouraged, but rather pray 
more fervently, more ardently, and afcend from 
one degree of prayer to another, from aſking to 
ſecking, from ſeeking to knockin», and at length 
God will certainly hear and help. To this pur- 
poſe Luther ſays, in his Tage Tall, that preci- 
ous prayer ſupported the church; for prayer 
hitherto had done moſt for the church, and there- 
fore prayer ought to be kept up. And Chriſt 
ſays, Af, and ye ſhall receive; ſeek, and ye ſhatl 
find ; knack, and it ſhall be opened unto ycn Firſt, 
when we are in temptation, he will have us pray 
for God very often ſhrouds bimſelf, and will not 
be found; then we are to ſe:k him, that 1s, to 
he inſtant in prayer; and when we ſeek him, he 
withdraws, as it were, into a cioigd, and to get ac- 
ceſs in there, we muſt knock; when one has 
given a knock or two, he hears a little; laſtly, 
when the knocking becomes importunate, he 
opens, and ſays, What qwilt then have? Lord, 
tay, 7 weald have this or that. The anſwer is, 
Mt is granted, Here are, I believe, many pious 
— 795 who pray ſedulouſſy; but here are alſo, 

fear, many clouds without water, many ene- 
mies to the croſs of Chriſt; therefore mind this 
ſaying.: prayer means aſking, caliing, ſeeking, 
N ; knocking, 


(75) 
knocking, violent knocking, and this we are to 
be continua lly plying without ceaſing. | 
For if we do not ceaſe from praying, much 
leſs will God ceaſe from hearing and helping us; 
our prayer being to him as a ſweet voice, and 
as a fragrant odour, which aſcends up to him 
in heaven; and, as the ſon of Sirach ſays, 
pierces the clouds, and dies not ceaſe till the Lord 


. looks into it. Inward and. outward calamities 


continue, fo let us alſo continue in prayer; for 
it is not beginning to pray, one fleeting ſit of 
devotion, but aſſiduity and perſeverance, which 
at length obtains help. It is not one ſtroke 
which fells a tree, no, nor the firſt or ſecond, 
bat the laſt, If the firſt has contributed to the 
fall of the tree, without proceeding to the laſt, 
it would have been of no conſequence. Thus 
all our petitions prcmote our relief, and not one 
is loſt; yet muſt we hold on, elſe we render even 
our prayers fruitleſs. If our God long delays 
his help, this is not to be underſtood as if he will 
give us nothing. or very little, but that he will 
give us the more; for by this delay of hls ſignal 
help, he only renders our hearts the more con- 
trite or emptied of all ſelf- merit, or earthly con- 
ñdence, (and thereby renders us more apt for, 
and capable, of, the gifts of his grace) he makes 
more room and place in the hearts for his gifts 
that we may be the more deſirous of them, and 
afterwards make a better uſe of them. Thus he 
richly compen ſates for the delay, and does aban- 
gaatly above all that we aff or think! and in ex, 
ternal and bodily calamities Aſplaying his glori- 
ous help, Juſt at the time when. the calamity: is 
at its height, when all human help is at an end 
for chat is with God the proper ſeaſon for the 
BETTY | exaltation 


(76) 
exaltation of his glory, to manifeſt among the 
nations that it is God alone freu whom cometh 
falvation. | | 

Under the delay of the divine help we are not 
to grow fretful or timorous, nor doubt that our 
prayers will be heard; but we are rather to cleave 
to the promiſe of God, and lay it more earneſtly 

before him, as thus we, as it were, lay hold of 
God himſelf, and our aſſurance is far from being 
offenſive to him ; for to revoke the word of pro- 
miſe does not belong to God; no word of his is 
ſpoken in vain. He has ſaid, Vhofoerver aſteth, 
ball receive, Luke xi. 10. What things ſoever 
ye deſire, when ye pray, believe that ye ſhall re- 
ceive, Mark xi. 24. The ſame is confirmed with 
an ingeminated aſſeveration, Verily, werily TI ſuy 
unto you, whatſoever you all aſt the father in my 
name, it ſhall be given unto you. He cannot de- 
part from his word, much leſs break his oath. 
O did we but believe in his word, and pray in 
faith, we ſhould ſee his miraculous help; won- 
ders on wonders! for what has not been fre- 
quently performed by the prayers of the faithful ? 
At the prayer of Joſhua the ſan ſtood ſtill in the 
heavens; and at Elijah's prayer the heavens were 
ſhut and opened, and adead child was reſtored to 
life. Now St. James ſays, Eli$: war a man as 
ewe are, &c. He there ſets the prophet to us as 
an example, that we might pray with the ſame 
proper faith as he. It is ſaid that theſe were ſin- 
gular prodigies that God worked through theſe 
men. We very well know that all God's works 
in his kingdom grace, are miracles! the 
railing the dead; Opening to us the heavens, or 
cauſing the ſun of his grace to ſtand ſtill and ir- 


radiate us; yet all this can be obtained by _— 


(77) 
ful prayer, So likewiſe let us but continue in 
ſupplications and interceſſions, he will ſend won- 
derful help in war and other calamities; for he 
is the ſame God, who doeth wonders and mighty | 
things; therefore no believers ſhould be afraid to i 
pray, or make litcle account of his prayer, as | 
God himſelf, ſo far from deſpiſing it, counts all 
our ſighs, and takes minutes of all our petitioas ; | 
ſo that if a believer grounds his prayer only on yl 
God's promiſe, and the interceſion of Chriſt, 
and thus continues inſtant in the ſupplication of 
faith, he can avail much: and thus may a ſingle , 446 
belie ver pray away a whole boſt, or be protected 1. ks | 
againſt them; for the Lord of ſabbath; the God 1 
of armies, is with him, is his defence, and will 
provide him a Zoar or Pella, even though an 
army were aſſembled againſt him, as at the Red- 

Sea. Therefore, ſays Luther, in kis Table-Talk, 

A Chri/*ian believer is of great value before God, 

and his prayer of great power ; for he is ſanctifed 

by the blood of Chrift, and anointed by the fpirit of 

God. What he prays for earneſtly, cſpecially wvith 

the unutterable fighs of his heart, is a loud impa- 

tient cry in God's ears, that muſt be heard; as ne 

ſays to Moſes, Exodus xiv. 15, Wherefore crie/? 

thou untome? Accordingly, though Moſes, from 

an affectionate dread, the people being in cx- 

treme danger, could not utter a word, yet his 

ſighs, his cries proceeding from the bottom of 

his heart, divided the Red-Sea, that the children 

of Iſrael paſſed dry-ſhod; and the ſame fighs 

brought together the tumultuous waters with 

ſuch rapidity, that Pharaoh and all his hoſt were 

ſwa lowed up in it. This, and more, has been 

done, and ſtil] may be done, by ſighs ſent forth 

in true faith: for Moſes did not knuw for what 
E "nd 
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(78) 
ard how he ſhould pray, for he did not know how 
a deliverance could be brought about; yet he 
cried from his heart. Thus a ſigh, in our ac- 
count faint and inſignificant, very much benefits 
us. And in another place, he fays: Such a one 
ſhould pray with ſuch faith and earneſtneſs, as if 
he could alone pray away the divine judgments; 
how much more by the joint prayers of many be- 
lievers, ſhall the enemy's viſitations and puniſh- 


ments be averted, or mi.igated ; at leaſt the ſoul 


ſhall remain unhurt. 

In the before- quoted work of an Engliſh di- 
vine, all the faithful are very earneſtly exhorted 
to prayer, and every week to ſet apart one par- 
ticular hour for that purpoſe, that in all places of 
the kingdom they may at the ſame time appear 
with their requeſts at the throne of grace, and 
lay the national calamities before the Almighty 
ruler of the world. This ſhort, -bur very ecify- 
ing * piece, ſhews, that, amidſt the great falling 
away which the author pathetically deplores, 
there are ſtill in England many earneſt ſuppli- 
cants, many indefatigable wreſtlers with God; 
and as by this writing they are further ſtirred up 
to prayer, I hope the Lord-will again ſend help 
to that kingdom; and if other believers, in all 
Proteſtant places, would join with them, and be 
thereby likewiſe ſtirred up to greater earneſtneſs 
in prayer, we might be ſure cf requiſite help: 
for the earnelt, perſevering, general prayer of the 
fairhful, is always a ſure fore-runner of relief. 

We alſo might ſet apart the ſame hour, namely, 
every Sunday evening, from eight t1!] nine, as, 
in our town, already many ſcrvants and children 


.of 


* The duty of praying /or one anther. 
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of God, particularly ſome devout ſtudents of di- 


helps to ſtrengthen faith, and imparts a joy and 
ala-rity in prayer, to think, that at p'elent, in 
this and that place throvghout the whole empire, 
and even in all Proteſtant communities, the chil - 
dren of God, in this very hour, are on their 
knees praying for the divine afliitanze and relief 
to our churches, amidſt this danger and the ca- 
lamities of war. Now I being joined with them 
in the like ſupplications, the Lord will alſo hear 
my weak requeſts, as communicating. with thoſe 
ot fo many children of God; eſpecially as our 
mediator and high-prieſt even prays with us, and 
for us. | 
If in this manner the children of God, through- 
out all the Proteſtant churches, preſented them- 
ſelves before the throne of God, and came toge- 
ther in-the ſpirit,. this would. be the beft congreſs 
for peace, and ſoon would God reſtore national 
tranquillity. « 
Thus ſhould the faithful, by theſe wars and 
com motions, be moved to be more frequent in 
prayer, and reading and meditating on the word, 
and in the word, efpecially in the Pſalms, will 
they nd many comfortable ſolutions; and con- 
ſequently. make this calamitous war turn to the 
advantage of their fouls, as they will be continu- 
ally growing in a knowledge of God's thoughts 
of peace, and be more and more built up in 
faith; then, as David ſays of himſelf, they. will, 
ag inſt all the power of their ghoſtly and bodily 


enemies, continually adhere to God in faith, 
continua ly be converſing with Chriſt their prince 


of peace, be continually learning to know him 
| better, 


vinity, have ⸗lready made a beginning. One is, , 
not indiſpenſchly bound to a certain hour; yet it m 
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64⁸ 
better, and endeavour that the peace of God, 
amidſt all the diſturbances of the world, may 
rule in their hearts, and preſerve their ſpirit and 
foul in Chriſt Feſus; and if this be their lot, then 
are they well kept, they have nothing to fear; 
then they are in Chriſt, in his-heart, in his 
wounds, as in the true eity of peace, and the 
Lord 1s himſelf as a wall of fire about them; he 
is their light and their ſalvation, that they may 
again ſay with David, The Lord is my light, and 
my falvation, whom fhall I fear? The Lord is 
the flrength of my life, of whom ſhall ] be afraid? 
When the wicked, even my enemies and my foes, 
came upon me, to eat up my fleſh, they ſtumbled and 
fell. Though a hoft ſhould encamp againſt me, my 
my heart ſpall not fear; though war ſhould riſe 
againſt me, in him will I be confident, Pſalm xxvil. 
1, 3- To this faith and exalted manner of 
ſpeaking they have the ſame right and warrant as 
David; for their God and Saviour is the fame; 
they have the ſame word on which they are to reſt, 
and all we have to do is t#* beſFech God that he 
will give us faith, and ftrengthen it in us. A. 
his eyes are always towards the faithful, our faith 
and confidence are acceptable to God; therefore 
It is that he has expreſsly enjoined us a ſilial con 
fidence in him. We are to be ſtrong in faith, 
not to be afraid, not to be caſt down and trou- 
bled. Joſh. i. 6. For by ſuch faith we honour 
-him, as the gracious, merciful, juſt, righteous, 
and Almighty God, and do him the molt accept- 
able ſervice. His acceptance of our faith is ſeen 
in the effects. He orders things to us according 
do our faith, ſo that by faith we certainly procure 
2 I the relief we ſtand in need of. Faith reſts im- 


n 30veable on the word of God, offers up in its 


prayers 


(87) 
prayers that word in which help is promiſed ; 
and never 1s it's confidence diſappointed, as it is 
ſaid of the children of Reuben, Chron. vi. 20. 
| They cried unto the Lord in the battle, and he heard 
them; for they truſted in him. This is one in- 
ſtance, among many, how acceptable faith and 
confidence is to God; they never cry in vain. 
The right prayer of faith indeed is in the name 
of Chriſt, through his ſpirit and interceſſion, and 
theſe cannot fail of being heard. Faith unites 
us to Chriſt, and then we are in him as in the be- 
loved, are acceptable to God, and conſequently 
alſo our prayers acceptable to him. That faith 
by which we become one with Chriſt covers all 
our ſins, and conſequently the defets of our 
prayers, and God imputes no guilt to us. This 
” acceptance, this communion with God, amidit 
all the calamities of war, will deſperie all fear 
; and miſtruſt, and under all our weakneſſes awa-» 
| ken us to a truly faithful, confidential, and a 
child-like prayer. 
. e continually in Chriſt. ele 
; but likewiſe m dafly contrition and repentance, 
1 not walking according to the fleſh, ſo as to be go- 
e verned by it; and thus there is no condemnation, 
no guilt in them; yet in ſuch a time of war and! 


% other judgments, they endeavour to increaſe thei! I 
= daily circumſpection and repentance; to cleanſc: q 
r themſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, j 
„ and ſtill more ſtrictly to renounce every ſeduce - { 
I ment, and detach their heart from them; and f 


thus have they the leſs to fear, for fear belongs j 
only to thoſe who will not deny themſelves and j 
diſſent from the world, Who will not put away 
the ſtrange gods from among them, or - detach 
their hearts from carnal objects; whereas he who 

willingly 
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willingly devotes himſelf to the Lord, who deſires 
to be cleanſed from all earthly attachments, and 
who mourns over any dominion, any motions of 
ſin ſtill ſti ring in his heart, makes Chriſt his re- 
fuge, and in faith prays for wiſdem and ſtrengtk 
to avoid every ſnare; ſuch a one is ſafe, and 
where this happy diſpoſition is general, the Lord 
will never correct ſuch a nation in anger. The 
faithful likewiſe daily bewail their own ſins, and 
thoſe of ot::ers; they ſigh for all the prevailing 
abominations, ſo that God will not permit them 
to be hurt by thoſe plagues, with which he in 
others chaſtiſes ſuch-abominations. Further we 
know, from his own word, that he ſeals all thoſe 
who ſigh for the abominations of the world; fo 
that the inſtruments of the divine vengeance ſhall 
do them no harm. For ſo it ſtands, Ezekiel ix. 
4, 6. And the Lord ſaid unto him, po through. the 
midſt of the city, through the midſt of, Feruſalem, 
and ſet a mark upon the foreheads of the men that 
figh, and that cry for all the abominations that. be 
done in the midſt thereof; g others he ſaid, 
in my hearing, Go ye afteP him in my city, and 
mite ; let not your eyes ſpare, neither have you pity ;. 
flay utterly old and young, both maids and little chil- 
dren, and women ; but come not near any man upon. 
abhom is the mark; not one is to be. touched, 
Agreeably alſo, Rev. vii. 3.. Hurt not the earth; 
neither the ſea, nor the trees, till we have ſealed 
the ſervants of God in their foreheads. And Jere- 
miah v. 1.. Walk to and fro through the ſtreets. of 


Feruſalem, and ſee-and enquire and ſeek in the broad 


places thereof if ye can find a man, if there be any, 


that executeth judgment, thut ſeeketh the truth, and 
1 will pardon: it. Thus God makes enquiry who, 

(though he be.weak) ſeeks after truth, and bs de- 
2 | ous 


ſirous of believing aright, and executing judg- 
ment; and to ſuch will God be gracious, will 
not overlook them, that they may not be ſwept 
away in the judgments which he:ſhall ſend on the 


world. Thus believers are not to be afraid. 


Shall fuch: a one as I flee? ſays the magnanimous 
Nehemiah, chap..xvii. Chriſt, in expreſs words, 


wars, and rumours of wars, ſee that ye be not trou- 
bled. This is a glorious .promiſe, and a high 


judgments, and eſpecially in the ravages of war, 
he diſtinguiſhes them from careleſs worldli'ngs, 
Luke xxl. There fhall not a hair of your head 
periſh, in your patience poſſeſs ye your ſouls. Bot of 
worldlings he ſays, ver. 24. Their hearts fail them 
for fear, and for locking after thaſe things which 
are coming on the earth. Before j udgments world- 
lings heed them not, and in their vain merrimeuts 
as it were defy them; but when the judgments 
actually declare themſelves, then are they terri- 


| 


[ 


| 


declares, Matth. xxiv. 6. When you ſhall hear of | 


fed, confounded and dumb, except for puſillani- 


mous lamentations. On the contrary, the chil- 
dren of God, before the appearance of any judg- 


ment, do not indulge themſelves in careleſsneſs; 


many forebodings ariſe in them, but they only 
add ſpirit to their prayers; and when the judg- 


ments are on their land, then are they full of | 
courage: for to the faithful children of God 


chriſt ſays, ver. 28. When theſe things begin to 
come 10 paſs, then look up anwhlift.ap your heads, for 
your redem ption 0 your help and deliverance ) Aranu- 
eth nigh, 5 5 5 | Wh 
When judgment was to fall on Sodom, it 
edemption, his deliverance was at hand; as 2. 
Pet. 


would have ill become lot to fear, for then his 


} 


| 


privilege for faithful children of Gcd, that in his 


(84) 
Pet. ii. 7. He (God) delivered juſt Lot, wexed 

with the filthy converſation of the wicked. 

Thus from the words of Chriſt, and hkewiſe 
Tom many examples, we ſee what a great differ- 


ence God makes, at the time of his viſitations, 


1} 


etwixt the faithful children and worldlings : 
"hen they that feared the Lord comforted one ano- 
t her, and the Lord heard it, and marked it; and 


A boot of remembrance was written before him for 


4 hem that frared the Lord, and that thought upon 
Bis name; and they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord of 
hofds, in that day when I make up my jewels, and 
TJ will ſpare them, as a man ſpareth his own ſon 
that ſerveth him; then ſhall ye return, and diſcern 
between the righteous and the wicked, between him 
that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth him not. 
And chap. iv. ver. 2: But unto you that fear my 


Au name | ſhall the HF righteouſneſs ariſe with healing 


in his wings, and ye ſhall go forth, and grow up 
as calves of the ſtall. Bd 
And though in a general war and other diſ- 
treſſes the faithful alſo may be ſufferers; yet God 
ſhews his particular care of them, and ſupports 
them by more plentifal infuſions of comfort and 
heavenly-mindedneſs, that if they are depriued 
of one thing or another, they ſtill ſay 'with Job, 
and ſay it from the heart, The Lord gave, and 
the Lord taketh away, bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord, Job 2 24, | ; 


I know thy jadgments, Lord, are right, 
Though they may ſeem ſevere; 

'The 7 ſuff rings I endure, 
Flow from thy faithful care. 


| Yes, 


(50 
Ves, I will own ' tis good ſor me 
To bear thy threat'ning rod; 
Afflictions make me learn thy law, 
And live upon my God. 


% 


Thus is their faith and renunciation of the 
world truly ſecured, and a ſhining example held 
up to the public view, and the name of God 1s 
glorified in them. OF this I have, within a few 
days, received an illuſtrious teſtimony in a'moſt 
excellent Lady, who has fel: every calamity of 
war; parties of huſſars and dr-goons have ra- 
vaged her poſſeſſions three ſeveral times, and 
ſwept away not only what was in the fiel1, but 
likewiſe in the barns. She has written to me in 
the following manner: ** I had in the morn- 
“ ing been reading the meditations on the xith 
„of St. John, waich at this time was particu- 
<« larly deligh.f.l and bleſſed to n. It is there- 
* in ſaid, that when any new calamity comes 
«© upon us, we are to thiak the maſter is come, 
& and call:th for thee. I had ſcarce gone to 


3 


* As this meditation may 4% auminifler comfort 10 
others in the (ike exigency, I ſhall her inſert it: the 
bord the maſter is come aud salle h for thee /owld. 
be particulari attended to for our comfort; avhen we 
are ſurrounded with diftireſs, let ts think that cur Sa- 
wiour, as the right maſter tor heſping, is likewwiſè come; 
for he himſelf hath ſaid, I am with thee in dilireſs ; 
and in all our miſeries, inward aud cat ward. he will 
not drive us from him, or male us à raid of bim, 
but rather call to us, that we may think as if it was 
likewiſe ſaid to us, the matter is come, and calleth for 
thee; the maſter is come, and will he'p thee ; be call. 
eth, theu art to come jo him, and thy calamity Hall 


ie 


— 


* 
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my huſband and ſhewn him this paſſage, when 
a party of haſſars came thundering about our 
houſe, and again took away all they could 
carry; this was again on Friday. On the 
*« Tueſday following came three hundred horſe, 


belonging to the foot, with a great many 


6&6 Waggons: 


drive thee to bim. Do not be diſcouraged, though the 
appearance of things be ſo ſtrange that thou knoweſi not. 
which way to turn thyſelf, and every thing goeth a- 
gainft thy thoughts and hopes; for it is certain that thy 
maſter and helper will come with relief in his hands ; 
therefore Luther ſays, concerning the words, I will in- 
firuct thee, and teach thee in the way which thou 
ſhalt go, Fſ. xxxii. 8, * I will give thee underfland- 
ing, and dire thee in the way which thou ſbalt walk 
in, in which I would baue thee walk. Thou prayeft 
that I ſbeuld deliver theey do not give way to affliction, 
do not teach me, do not fo much as teach thyſvlf ; leave. 
thyſelf to me, I will be a ſufficient maſter to thee, I will 
lead thee into the way that thou mazeft walk accepta- 
bly to m. You think that all is loft, becauſe things do 
not go as thou thinkeft they ſhould ; but thy thaughts hurt 
thee, and inder m.: .thines are not to go according ta: 
thy underfiandirng; but let thy underſtanding be folly to 
thee, then ail I give thee my wiſdom. The want of 
underſtauding here is. genuine wiſdom. Not to know. 


aohither thou go fl, it truly to know the way thou 


 fhuuldſt go. 


Let my wiſdom anmhilate all the ſcb mes 
of thy own evifdom. Thus Abraham ent from his. 
own country. not knowing whithe-; he diveſied him- 


felf of his owon knowledee, and gave himſelf up to mine, 


and his lid him the right way to the rig t end! Mark, 
tits 15 t'e avay of the croſs, which thou canſl not find; 
but I mu l al thee, as a biin!perſon.is led; therefore 
it is not thyſelf, no a man, mr a creature, abe can 
fet thee +ight. Im ſeif will flew thee by my word au 
gy ſpirit, the way wherein thou ball wack; not 1 

h 
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«© wagzgons: theſe ſpared us as little as che for- 


% mer, ſo that our loſſes may moderately be com- 


“ puted at eighteen hundred rix dollars; and 
«« they have left us ſo bare of every thing, that 
« we ſhall be under a neceſſity of parting with 
«© moſt of our cattle, at any rate, for want of 
*« fodder. Not a grain of oats is left us. They 
„carried off a great quantity of hay likewiſe, 
“and above ſixty quarters of barlzy ; but, under 

- all 


the path which thou ehuſeſl; not the ſuffering which 
thou imagineſt, but what happens to thee contrary to th 
choice, imagination, and defires, In this be my diſci- 
ple, thither I call thee, this is the time, now is thy 
maſter come, and be not as a horſe, or an unruly beaſt; 
Follow me and forſake thyſelf i for, mark, I will wink 
#0 thee with ming eyes, I will not leave thee, thou ſhalt 
not in b, I will be mindſul of thy concerns; thine eyes 
muſt be cloſed in regard to el as my eyes are open 
upon thee. Haſt thay not read, The eyes of the Lord 
are open to the righteous; and mount Moriah ſignifies 
the Lord will provide unqueſtionably, that I ſhould imi- 
2 the confidence of Abraham, who believed L 
Hope. | | 

7 hus when any ſuffering befalls us, let ws immedi. 
ately think our maſter and helper, the helper in all ca- 
lamity, in all dijirsſs, is come; for diflrefs is come, 
and thus he can declare himſelf, as the helper in diſirſi 1 
Diſtreſi is the fore runner of him, and of his ſuccour : 
thus no difficulty is to weaken our faith, it muſt firength- 
en it. We ſb uld thirk, well, here is a warzety of dif- 
treſt come on me, then wwill the helper in difire/s 16 
certainly come; he is already come, and will afſuredly 
abelp me; he calls to me, be calls ts me by theſt wry ca: 
demities ; jor the ealamity will teach me ts pray, and 
aride me to faith and his word; and thus fbail ] bg af> 
Juredly helped; both in profperity and adwer/ity it may 
always be ſaid, the maſter, the helper is come, and 
callein thee, See Leben Chriſti auf Erden, p. $49» 


— 


LECT | 

« al our ſufferings, fill it becomes us to praiſe 
God, we have ſome corn left; it mighi have 
ec been much worſe with us, had not the Lord 
c over-ruled the hearts of the ſpoil-rs. | is 
* calamity even affords me m tier of joy from 
«© my deer huſband's behayiorr ; ke has reſign- 
& edly ſubmitted himſelf, and ſays, ; 


If I the pearl my own can make, 
Let who will the pebbles take. 


May the precious Saviour, who hitherto be- 
«© friended us, prepare us Iikewiſe fur what is to 
come; I promiſe myſelf no better times; and 
«© thoſe words, Jeremy xlv+ 5, which, long be- 
* fore the war, nate a ſtrang impreſſion on me, 
- $6 continue comfortable to me, and more I de- 
« fire rot! Inſtead ef all our temporal loſs, 
„ which this year unqueſti nably amounts to 
* four thouſand rixdol ars, all we cefire, all we 
«« pray for, is only feith. 4 ha e frequently 
% thought, eſpecially in reading the ab ve me- 
*© ditation, and on the words, I thou believeff 
% theu ſhalt, &c. O may the Lord but grant 
6 to us faith as a muſtard ſeed, ſuch as beholds 
« the glory of God; much more might ſtill be 
© taken from us, and we ſhould ſtill have no 


ee want: it is not improbable, but in the pre- 


5s ſent ſituation of affaiis, my huſbend may al ſo 
« Joſe his employment, and poſiibly every thing: 
% but the good part cannot be taken From him. bi 
6 rejoice when Lam biouyh: to believe that God 
* is not angry with me, and that what has be» 
1% fallen us 1» not from wrath, but love. It like- 


& wiſe gives me tre higheſt pleaſure, that G d 


20 up 


wy keeps my dear huſband in peace and locking 
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<< up to him in faith, and that the apprehenſiong, 


4 diſt urbane, and loſſes, have not affected his 


„ health. Fleh and blood inveed painfully 


feels any conſiderable diminution. of worldly 
* poſſeſſions, but to the 1oul this is very uſeful, 
« and chriſtians who believe in an eternal life, 
„ muſt paſs through trials; for what would faith 
„% ſignify without trials?“ 
And all theſe trials will terminate in bleſſings 
and eternal ſalvation: as the children ot God, 
and oi the world, differ greatly in their behavi - 
our under the judgments of God, fo God like- 
wiſe makes a very great diſtinction betwixt them; 
; 1:ying on none ot the former more than they can 
bear, and by every thing intending to make them 
wiſer fer heavenly things; and they are ſeen on 
occaſion to inherit the fortitude, the unſhaken 
faith of rhe primitive chriſtiens, they even take 
Joyfully , the. ſpoiling. of their goods, and ſtill 
praiſe, God as this bleſſed couple; whereas, the 
others murmur and revile. 8 5 | 
Therefore believers who are in Chriſt, and can 
ſee God as their father in him, manif: | them- 
ſelves ſons ; but, by a victory over the world 
are to keep themſelves above a ſervi e fear, and 
not like the men of the world be failing for. dread 


and expettatious of the things that are, coming on: 


— 


and Ged ſays to his children and leivents, fear 


ye not their fear, nor be afraid as they are; name- 
ly, the wretched worldlings, wha before lived in 
jollity and inſelence; but row in the time of ca- 
lamity are full of fear, Fer ye not their ſear, nor 


Se afraid; ſanctiſ) the Loi d, of abaal, and let d 
Zim be ij cur ſeur and your dread; fear him with a 


nja! fear, and be afraid ot fin, as it is offenſive 
£0 him. Whoever has this filial fear of et 
2» | Nee 


* 
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18 
need not be afraid of war or misfortune; he has 
a ſure fortreſs, as, Proverbs xiv. 26, In the fear 
of the Lord is ſtrong confidence, and his children 
ſhall hade à place of refugr, they are likewiſe 
words of comfort, chat the Lord himſelf is to the 
faithful a frong hold in the time of diſtreſs, Na- 
hum i. 7. And vis name is a ftrong tower, whither 
they run and are ſa ved, Prove: bs xvlii. 10. Like- 
wiie in the xxth ct ap. of the 2d of Coriothians, 
an 20 h ver. Felievę on the Lord your God, fo 
ſpall you be eſtabliſbed; for whoever calleth on the 
name of the Lord ſhall be delivered, Acts ii. 21. 
Ye ſhall not only be delivered from tha danger 
and calamity, but likewiſe from any fear, as 
David ſays, Pſelm xxxiv. 5. J fought the Lord 
and he anſwe ed me, and * me from all ny 
fear; for they who fea: the Loid, are in his 
camo, and amidſt his angels, as David ſays ver. 
8. The angel of the Lord (that 1s the great angel 
of the (oven nt) encampeth round about them that 
fear him, and he heipeth them. He is a wall of braſs, 
and with his horſes of fire, and the holy angels, 
is about them, as once about the prophet Eliſha! 
Though a hoſt were encamped againſt us, yet is 
| Ciriſt, with the glortous hoit of holy angels, 
ſtüll rearer to us, betwixt us, and our enemies, 
as among tie children of Iſrael! In this camp, 
in this city of God, when he is in the midſt 
of them, in his wounds, in his heart, chriſtians 
have a moſt ſecure forireſs, and ſhould be above 
any fear; but if they are ſeized with ſome fear, 
this only carries them with a greater carneſtneſs 
to prayer and the word, and this effectually re- 
moves their fear; but on the return of any fear 
or cal:mitv let us always ſay as ia Hebrew x. 35. 
Caf not arway therefore your confidence, which hat 
great 
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great recompence of reward. All theſe promiſes ' 
mall certainly be fulfilled ; for if God fulfills his 
menaces, which he 1s averſe from, much more 
will he make good his promiſes, this being what 
he delights in. „ 

Believers are not to hgve a ſervile fear, not even 
of God himſelf, much less of any mortal creature. 
That believing children are not to have any ſer- 
vile fear of God, does not proceed from carnal 
ſecurity ; no, the Lord in mercy preſcrve us from 
any ſuch thing ; but ncither does it proceed from 
their own righteouſneſs and piety, as if, though 
God ſhould enter into judgment with them, he 
would find little or nothing in them which merited 
puniſhment; but hence it is that ariſes their ſu- 
periority to any ſervile fear, the Lord is their fear 
and dread: they pray to be more and more 
cleanſed from all faults, from every thing pu- 
niſnable, and as in the midſt of all their imper- 
fections, they make Chriſt their refuge; their 
joy is to be found in Chriſt, knowing that in him 
all their ſins are covered. Another cauſe to which 
they owe their freedom from fear is, that God 
himſelf has given them the promiſe and the pri- 
vilege of not being afraid, that they ſhould not 
caſt away their confidence, for they bade not re- 
ceived the ſyirit of fear to bondage, but the ſpirit 
of children, by which they cry Abba, dear father ! 

Frey bear in their hearts the mark of teftimo- 
ny, the ſeal or pledge of their ſonſhip,- or eternal 
inheritance; and thus ſhould believe, that God 
will /pare them as a man ſpareth his own ſon; for 
if God for their ſakes, for the ſake of their pray- 
er, founded on the interceſſion of Chriſt, ſpare 
other men, will he not ſpare them? And thus 


the faithlul may aſſure themſelves that God, in 


war 
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war and other viſitations, has only thoughts of 
peace towards them, and will certainly grant 
them the iſſue they hope for, as his e ect, as they 
certainly call upon him in faith, he w'll certainly 
deliver them, and carry them ſafe through every 
difficulty; of this they are to be firmly perſuaded, 
and not be ſtaggered by any rumours of war, or 
terrifying articles in news papers! * Allow- 
« ing, fays our late worthy Paſtor Maier, in bis 
« ſermon ca led The certain Deliverance of the 
„ El:F, allowing this news comes from tuch a 
capital, that the account has been ſent from 


«© one great perſon to another, allowing it to cc 
«© be of the very lateſt date, what does all this cc 
c concern you? Ve clect, are ye not ſtationed T 
« in another world? Ls no: your place called 40 
„ the boſom of God, God's wing? Leave 60 

« news to the world, yours are the beſt, and 6. 

« altogether certain; they were written in and cc 

« from the reſidence of God, who has a watch- 160 
4 ful eye over his elect; they are as good as if 46 
« their firſt date was of this day, and to-morrow „ 
„ they will be likewiſe as new as to-day, and 40 
« after to-morrow the like; nay, they never « ] 
grow obſolete, and the ſubſt-nce of them is, MW © ! 
4 Ged will deliver his elect, werily he will deli- Miſ 
& wer them; he hath declared it, and ig that ed, 

«© abide: though na ions r:fe againſt nations, wine 


„ though calamities come on like a mighty tor- bat 

& rent, well and good, God will deliver his com. 
elect; though this great terrible and Almigh- If 
« ty God ſhould empty his arſenal, and draw I livin; 
„ forth all the inſtruments of his vengeance; I£ prote 
« whether thugder, hail, lightening, tempeſt, W 29 hi 
*« earthquakes ;, or on the other hand battering thoug 
6 Cannon, fieid-pieces, mortars, bombs, 1 my ſti; 
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lets, grenadoes, ſabres, or whatever they be, 
can you ſuppoſe or conceive that this God, 
who is your merciful father, intends therewith 
e to make war upon, or ſlaughter you his elect 
„ children? no, nothing of this ſhall touch his 
* choſen; theſe are de iverances which they of- 
ce ten ſtand in need of; for the world often keeps 
« the under too cloſe a confinement, and by 
& no other means ca their walls be made to fall 
% do-n. A king's ſon ſtanding by his father's 
& ſtile, and ſeeing fis mighty preparatives for 
% war, would he tremble, or be afraid? Wou'd 
eit nct rather be a ſpectacle of joy? He knows 
& this artillery, theſe inftruments of death, are 
„ int-nded on!, ag init the enemies, not the ſub- 

% jacts, much leſs the children. Gad's enemies 

c are all choſe who will no: be elect, whatever 
„ be their rank or country, God's friends are 

tc the elect of whatever naiton they be: theſe 

« elect are univerſal Ph, lanthropiſts, without re- 

% ſpect f. untries; therefore, themſelves un- 

& hurt, they lament the viſitations and calami- 

« ti-s of all men, they pray for a1, but they 

© likewiſe believe that God will every where de- 
ver his elect; and let this be the ir comfort.“ 

Miſerable mid world, thou wouldſt not be warn- 

ed, ad deſtructiop is come upon thee as a whirl- 

wind, whit the elect weep for thy calamities; 

bat as to tnemſelv-s the word of God is their 

comfort, no evil ſhall approach to burt them. 

If God bas thoughts of peace to believers, tho? 
living in countries cver ran with war, and will 
protect them under the wings of his mercy, that 
no kurt ſhall befal their ſouls, much mere has he 
thoughts of peace towards his whole church, his 
myſtical body; and 1 all che deſtructions 
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raging on earth, he will nct ſuffer it to be de- 
ſtroyed; he will rather build it up, beautify it, 
and enlarge it; for in Pſalm xlvi. where mention 
is made of the city of God, David ſhews that 
ſuch deſtruction comes f om G. d, as in ver. , 10, 
Come, beheld the works of the Lord, what deſolations 
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the earth; be breaketh the bow, and ſnappeih the ſpear 
aſunder and burneth the char. ois in the fire. Here 
God does h, he alone male: wur to ceaſe in all 
the world; but he alſo by war makes deſol tion, 
having, as judge, the infirun ents of puniſhrent 
in his hangs. Are theſe his dong, bas he by kis 
mighty arm wiou-ht ſuch d ſt uction? This is 
highly comfortab e to his chu h; for his own 
church and City it cannot be thou, bt he will de- 
ſtroy, as therein are the moſt ſacred dwellings of 
the moſt high God himſcif, being in them, and 
dwelling in them, as they dwel in tim, The 
inftramen's of his judgments, whilſt the city of 
God. ſt nds ſafe, ſhall deſtroy and remeve thoſe 
thiags which have hindered the building of it, 
and more room ſhall be made for the word, and 
work of God; for our Saviour, in war, mot un- 
queſtionably girds his ſword on his thigh, becauſe 
of truch and rightoouſneſs, that truth may remain 
in truth, and tha: to the greater comfort of his 
people; that they may learn that God comes to 
the aſſiſtance of his word, that he as it were, 
proves his word: for as ſi ence is often 1mpo'ed 
on the word of God, or its aimon:tions diſre- 
ga ded, then, as in Hab. i 11. the ruins, the 
ſcattered flones, and the burnt beans ſha ! preaca 
repentance: then Caretels people ſee that the 
warnings and threatenings of God take effect; 
and thereby the ier sant. of God acquire. more 

| | freedom, 


he hath made on the earth ; he Jendeth awars over. all 


a KK . a "ES 


— 


(95) 
freedom, courage, and ſtrength to proceed in 
tieir labour, and build up the city of God; but 
they, wno by their erroneous doctrine and un- 
ſanct fied life, rather deſtroy than build up the 
city of God, are ſtruck with filent dread at the 
terrors of the lord. | | 

They, the deſtioyers of the city of God, ſhall 
eſpecially he celtruyed and diſperſed, and their 
place» be filled up by buiiders, according to the 
before quot d place, Taiah ix. 16, 17. Thy walls 
are continually bef re me; thy builders fall make 

haſte, but thy defiriyers and they trat made thee 
abaſte, all go forth rf thee. Andi it f llows, in 
ver. 18, ig. Lift thine eyes round about, and be- 
hold all theje gather then jelves together, anæ come 
to thee; | as I live ſaith the Lerd then Halt jurgiy 
cloath thee with them al as with an ornament, 
and bina them on thee as a bride doth; thy waſte, 
and thy deſrlite places and the land of thy deſtruc- 
tion foal: even a be ioo narrow, by reafon of thy 
inhabitants, aid ih. y that ſwallow theeup ſhall be N 
Far away. Ihey who as far as in them lics rather 
damage and d-it oy the church of God than buiid 
it, who detriment Gud's church by frivolous doc- 
trines and 1amoral lif, who turn piety to ridi- 
cule, who make a nick name of it, and te m it 
enthuſiaſm, they indeed may well b> terrifi d in 
wars an4 other judgments, when they find that 
no a ts, devizes, nor ſt ength, merely human, 
can avail any thin) ag inſt divine chaſtiſe nent; 
for the greater ſtreſs one has laid on natural gifts, 
ſtrength and ſt-atagems, wien danger and diſ- 
treſs were afar off, the more taint-hearted are we 
when the danger is at hand; for when it 1s. ſeen 
that God's word, faith, mercy and patience, are 
alone the true armour of God, the arms of bh, 
| AN Caure 
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church, according to the old ſaying, preces et la- 
crymæ ſunt arma ecleſie, i. e. Prayers and tears 
arc the churches arms, and the prayer of chi iſti- 
ans ſtill upholds the world, and keeps off many 
zudgments, though the world makes them but 
very indifferent returns for it. Ch iſtians {ſays 
Luther) are like the feet, which by their pray- 
« ers ruſt ſtill ſupport the world, but are trod 
“ in the filth of calumny, and are vilified by the 
« world; yet in the time of diſtreſs theſe revilers 
% deſire their prayers, and wiſh to be in their 
4 
Thus all things, even all judgments, muſt 
ſerve to build up the church of God, and pro- 
mote God's kingdom and work; but firſt re- 
motely, when God by bis judgments clears the 
way, and removes all obſtructions to the build- 
ing of his church, and the enlargement of his 
kingdom : as, to build a new hcuſe, the old 
one muſt be pulled down, ſays the late doctor 
Spener, in diſcourſing of the future amendment, 
and elevation of the chuich; and as its enemies 
leagued themſelves againſt it, the judgments 
mall haften their fall; and conſequently, againſt 
their will, they ſhall make room for the church 
of God. | | 
Alſo what ſeems totally to lay waſte: God's 
church and kingdom, muſt promate the increaſe 
and ſecurity of them. .We.know from the wri- 
.tings of the prophets, and eſpecially from the 
Revelations, that in the laſt times the true church 
will ſuffer many perſecutions, - and the preſent 
range combinations and events threaten us wi h 
various dangers. Whether they are a prelude to 
the great judgment, is known only to that God 
with whom there is no futwity! But what ever 
time 
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time may be pregnant with, the true church of 
God ſhall remain entire; for it is not founded on 
any human domin'cn, however large and potent; 
but on Chritt. the rock ef ages, the corner ſtone, 


which cannot be moved, ſo that the gates of hell 


ſtall not prevail a. ainſt it! It is God, and net 
man, who i, its aid and protector, and all the 
rancour and power cf its enemies, inſtead of 
over throwing ard deſtroying, ſhall only add a 
iuftre to it, even when it ſeems to be quite op- 
preſſed and disfigured; the words in Micah xvii. 
ſhall be made good. I æuill look unto the Lord, I 
voi avait for the Ged of my ſalvation, my Gd 
bill hear me: rejoice not againſt me, O my enemy, 
ao ben 1 fall. T ſhall riſe, when I fit in darkneſs, 
.the Lord fhall be a light unto me: I will bear the 
. indignation of the Lord, , becauſe I have ſinned 
.againſt him, until he plead my cauſe, and execute 
judgment for me; be ævill bring me forth through 
the light; and I ſhall behold his rightecuſreſs; then 
foe that is mine enemy ſhall ſee it, and ſhame ſpall 
cover her, a hich ſaid unto me, where is the Lord 
thy God: mine eges ſhall behold her, now ſhall ſhe 
be trodden deaun as the mire of the ffreet; and it 
follows in verſe 11. In time ball thy walls be 
built, and the word of God hall ccme forth. Thus: 
in the latter time God's word, God's kingdom, 
notwithſtanding the multitude cf its enemies, 
. ſhall come forth, ſhall be far ſpread cut, and 
the city of God be gloriouſly built up; for God 
will gloriouſly. manifeſt his care ſor his on king- 
dom, and his own city, that every thirg ſhall 
co-operate to its zppointed welſare. Therefore, 
whatever conſuſions may diſtract the kingdoms of 
the earth, and though every thing ſeems running 
into irretrierable ruin; yet the inhabitants of the 
| city 
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City of God ſhall in ſafety and a devout chearful- 
ne's, ſay, God is our refuge and firength, a very 
preſent help :n time of trouble ; b ger ao ave 
not fear though the earth be removed, and though 
the mountains be carried into the midſt of the ſea, 
though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 
though the mountains ſhake with the agitations 
thereof, Selah. Vet ſhall the city of God remain 
ſafe with its little brok, as 2u it are the holy ta. 
_bernacles of the meſt high; God is in the miaſt of 
Her, that ſhe ſball net be moved, Cod fhail help her, 
and that right early; that is, at the right time, 
when the help will be moſt far our happineſs, not 
only in outward peace and bodily proſperity, but 
more eſpecially when the e we ſhal be helped 
with the peace of God, which fof/:th all under land- 
ing, and to the true proſperi y of our foul-; for 
a help meerly external, by which cur ſouls are 
not benefited, nay, which we are a t to abuſe to 
the hurt of our fou's, s not the help the cit of 
God prays for. "Th: retore the Lord will provide 
a glorious and aſtoniſhing help, by which we ſh Il 
be benefited in ſoui and body, and thus be 
* doubly helped. Therefore we are not to be diſ- 
C-uraped if the Lord delays his help, and con- 
ducts the ſame by ways unaccountable to us; for 
the heathen it is ſaid in the 2h and Sth verſes, 
the nations, men of eatheniſn diſpoſitio s, trem- 
ble, the kingdoms fail. and the earth faints, when 
he uttereth his woice; bu: te Lord of hoſts is wi h 
us (if We ate willing to be with him) the God of 
Jacob is our refuge, Selah. And that we may 
wel: obſerve it to cur comfort and peace, not en- 
tertain any ſuſpicions of the God of peace, but 
be e and quiet; i is repeated ard enforced 
in verſc 11. Be till and knew that I am G d. 1 
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evil] be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalt- 
ea on the earth. | 

Al: this the Lord grant that we may ſee, that 
we may experience how he is exalted on the Earth, {ll 
and higuly magnrzfied among the great ones of 
his ereation, that alſo he may be g lo ious and re- | 
vered among us in all his works and judgments g 
and that at en geh we may rejvicein hs aftaniſhin 
help, and proiſ: and glorify bim in time a. 4 
eternity - Amen. 

Once more, as in tte beginning was ſhewn, 
that all faithful miniſters it belioves, as builders 
of the city of God, to awake at the various judg- 
ments of the preſent itmes. I nave, for a con- 
cluſion, tog=ther with ſome p ecedirg intimati- 
ons, befor. my eyes a remarkable teit1nony of a 
late worthy miniſter ; p-rii-ularly or awakening 
thoſe, who in m+dern times have lately gone, or 1 
may go, from our city into the miniſtty, that by | j 
the p:ayer and ſupphicati-n, by the ſedulity and | 
difintcreſt-dneſs of ſuch in tie city of God, the 
divine judgments, as far as in them lies, may be 
mitigaied, and not increaſed, 

We have not a meer empty hope, wl:ich to the 
world might be h ſubject of ridicule, but have a 
full knowledge from the clear p omiſes of God; 
thit the city of God, after great jucigments, ſhall 
at 1-ﬆ be glo:1ouſly built; and this animates and 
ſtrengthens u, tra; we will work ind«<fatigs bly, 
while it is day, towards the future ameli ration 
and enlargement; and as De ctor Spener exprefles 
bimſelf, ſpare poſterits, ard work tor poſterity, 
who will be benefited by our labours, thuugh but 
i{mall.* Yn, | In 


Fl 


- - 
— 
1 ad; 
4a = * > a. 
„ A 
— 5 - - 


- l 
ves 1 3 
t RESI 
— — 


5 Though through the preſent witiated taſte the 8 5 


. — 
— - —— 
> — 


a by * « 
oe, 2 N 


3 
* 


( 100 
In this preſent an! fut re bailding up the city 
of God, he makes :te f fai; ful lab u s, nd 
workmen who do not ſeek thi own hengus, 
their tempor | profit and dvanag; Gut thote. 
things Wwhica a-e of ſeu C bril, i, us honour, and 
the ſalvatton of mankind; tris, 1 hing elle, 
Now-we, as having 1 rly ſat at ih eet of 
our late profefiors here, kno how it ec oſen 
in kramen s cough: on'y che thing e Ch ic, 
and were ig bleſſed 1a building the (it ot Gad, 
that the!r bleſſing has exten ed iel to tne wh le 
church, and ger ainly ill e min eto end of 
days, for the have alſo vo. ed toward the fu. 
ture amelior ion and nla gement of the ny of 
God, and f:wed what their pigus ſucceſſors wit 1 
reep! We have heard even f.om tneir own 
own mouths, the glorious things which have 
been prezched in the city of God, and experien- 
ced them in our he rs. O bat all why can no 
longer hear them, mry t des t e more d li- 
cently peruſe their edifyi g works, and tread in 
the almoſt defaced footnieps of dur bieſſed fachers“; 
that 


Bours of many wwrthy diwines ond even the ſcriptures 
themſelves are ſlio bie. there wi! come « time when 
men will loath th. ſe futile thin witch off 1.1 neu- 
riſhment, no wiſlum to the /o; as he, wil ſee, that 
in the hour of a1trefs and romp! a ion or in "y a. preach 
6f death not a fiazie a of rea cum d is t5 be found 
in them ; ; and then aurl hey in 4 oy d fe foe b obs as 
hold farth Chriji t to them wid do not ita de their fuuls 
bariſhet. 

* That has awritinns oy be continued in their ſa- 
lutary uſe, they ave rea} in ihe ver idtory of the Orfhas 
bouſe at mea'tim-;; ty wich many are » of only richly 
in tructed, t may trom there form a Hain ediij ing 
diſcourſe, winch the auen capucities m. iy underfiand 3 
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from hence, or of the preſent or future ſtudents 
of divinity, it may not be ſaid as in Judges xi. 
10. Aud all that Ceueration cue gathered to their 
fathers: 1g there aro/e enciher Generation after 


ow if in the outward church or City of God, 

not only among the dommonality, but a mon 
thoſe who are Or would he teachers and builders, 
another generation ariſes, Which knows Not the 
ord, has not that true lenowledge of him which 
1 ght by the Holy Ghoſt, ang 18 not inſtruct. 
ing dom of God, ts not taught of God, 


d converſion nay, Whichholds perni- 


> 2nd give whole ſom food to his 
ock withou: 1 converſion, i. e. without an 
wholeſom food in himſelf 3 and who like the 
ooliſh virgin goes no ſurther than external deco- 
rums, a Phariſaica! dutſide; ang thus, when ace 
„ the ſalt, Wherewith 
is People are ro be ieafoned, js Itlelf without la- 
our, and 60 may complain: foi Ae: pro- 
Fhers of Jeruſalem 75 Profanencſ/; 8940 Out into all 
the Laud, Waen they who ſhould be the cham. 
| Q  — 
down with hemp on theſs 
Plain Jatutury *Oritings, Bao uch a dark perplexed 
Kode of preach; 29, 1h at the COMMon people. Who, in aN 
Flaces mals the reg „Auer liteleę or nothing of 
hel Coafled elogrence ; ey /uch Preaching, bgy can the 
#Y of Cod be vailt P : 
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pions for Ged, and wage war againſt ſatan andthe 

world, effect hs character of ſubtile controvert- 

its, and even nilitate againſt true children and 

ſervants of God, and bring them under injurious 

ſuſpicions; when they who ſhould be luminaries, 

guides, and inſtructors to others, are themſelves 

blind and erratick, yet conceit themſelves en- 

dowed with tranſcendent parts, and a ſuperior 

fiagacity, and by ſo many people, aſpecially the 

younger, are in effect held to be of an infallible 

judgment. I ſay, when this is the caſe, when 

| ſo many eccleſiaſtics cal darkneſs light, and light 

darkneſs, theſe are in reality the greateſt ſpiri- 

. tuai judgments, and the greater, as not acknow- 

ledged to be ſuch; palpable darkneſs is ſtiled 

clear light, and never Was more talk of a diſcern- 
ing age. 

To theſe ſpiritual judgments, which, in ſeve- *' 
ral parts, are come on tue churches of God, on 0 
account of their ingratitude towards the goſpel; i 
now fucceed bodily judgments, as wars und other 
viſitations; and even to the flzme of war many 6 
acad<mical profeſſors and divines have carried k 
fue! : Now God lights up another candle, and £ 
it is the diſtreſſes of war which firſt open the eves 4 

0 
0 


cf many; and thus, per crucem iter ad lucem. 
F The like chaſtiſement fell on the Iſtaelites, when | 
another generation roſe up among them, a Sh 6: 
they fotiook the Lord, the God of their ſathers'; 6. 
as in the before quoted ſecond chapter of Jude s, : 
ver. 14 15 And the anger of * the Lerd avas hot - £ 
eGgainſi L 5 Jrael, and he gelivered them into the bauds 
% > ef the ſpotters, avho ſpuiled them, and fold them in- 60 
to the hands of thrir enemies round about; {0 that 
F — „ they could not any longer fland before . eurmict. 
- Wrhitherſoever 1hey went out, ihe Land of the Lord 40 


TE - Was 1 z them, jor evil, as the Lord had ſaid, hey 
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end as the Lord had ſworn unto them, and they 
were greatly diſtreſſed, Now that, among us, a 
ſtrange generation, which does not know the 
Lord, may not ariſe and increaſe to the multi, 
plication of both bodily and ſpiritual judgments- 
at behoves us, as it is all we can do, very parti- 
cularly to pray that God will diſappoint and a- 
mend all mercenary hirelings; and prepare in 
all univerſities and ſend to his harveſt faithful, 
irreproachable labourers, who do not ſeek their 
own; and to this end let us well obſerve the ex- 
Hortation of Dr. Sucro, now deceaſed, in his 
Faneral oration of late worthy abbot Breithaupt : 
O my deareſt colleagues, of whom, on this 
«© occaſion, I fee an unuſual number, how can 
« I forbear, at this recent and ſingular pattern 
of Chriſtian fortitude, to exhort and encou- ' 
«c rage you and myſelſ in the name of the great 
„ ſhepherd Jeſns Chriſt; poſſibly there is not 
one of us who has not been inſtructed in true 
* divinity by this eminent. profeſſor; it is alfo 
to be hoped that there is none among us, to 
*© whoſe heart the biſhop of Gur ſouls, Jeſus 
«© Cariſt, has not exceedingly ble ſſed the ſervice 
of thts choſen inſtrument. Iam, for my own 
part, aſſured in my heart that his noble firm- 
* neſs is manifeſt to all our conſciences. Can 
We all of us look upon this bleſſed perſon as 
_ *<© our faithſul teacher and guide, and have we 
found him ſuch even to the end? O how 
- ** neceſlary is it then that we ſhould now take a 
right view of tne period of h is life, and in 
the preſence of the all-ſeeing God reſolve im- 
<< moveably to follow his faith, that as he is our 
glory, ſo likewiſe we may be his glory in the 
«© day of the Lord Jeſus, Very alarming are 
the words woich we read of the ſons of that 
| ' | | great 
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<< great man of God, Samuel, 1. Sam. viii. 3. 

% And Samuel's ſons walked not in his ways, but 
turned afide after lucre, and took bribes, and 

& perverted judgment. * Melancholy is the ap- 

<< pearance of our days, that many, great num- 

© bers of the ſons of our ſpiritual father do act 

© evalk in his avays; but turn aſide after covet- 

<< ouſneſs, and barren worldly wiſdom, and yet 

cc perſuade themſelves that they ſee farther into 

© things, and make a greater progreſs, than 

5% their enlightened father, whoſe truitful labours 

«© are now crowned with ineff;ble rewards. * 
, O brethren, join with me in ſupplications to 
God., that he may be merciful to us, and gra- 
„ ciouſly he!p.u:, that we may be found chil- 

*c dren, and not abominations. It concerns us, 

5 it is our particular duty, eee 

; feen 


20 _ * Whoever defires wiſdom from above, will be pre- 
Feribed to. is docile and humble. and l'keachildand good 
| ſcbelar, dejires to tread in the ancient foot-fleps of the 

primitive fath:rs of the faith; but be auho reliſbes 

* © * earthly wwiſdom:beyond rhe heavenly, beyond Chriß and 
his wond, ts proud and Sduingul, ſoon. comes to have 

a high opinion of: his own wiſdom, and conceits that be 

* ſees jarther into thiugs than his experienced teachers; 
and this, in all times, has done great damage in the 
church of- God and tbereſore all fludents of divinity 
fhculd apply themſelwes more to the fludy of the Bible, 


« ments as thereit they will be belt gd to the be diſcharge 
of their office; and therefore the late Dr Spener, in 
one F his letters ſays, there is no better, there ig ſcarce 
any ether way of draaving lively and ative geniuſes 
Frem the lowe of ſchelaſtic theology ( which aſter being 
ejected by the blefied Luther out of his church, has, 1 
dont know. by what misfortune in many places found a 
beck door 10 creep in at) than by inſi u ing them to 


mixing ith it prayer and ſut plicoticn, than is acquirfg= 


Exerciſe themſetues.in the ſublimeſt fludy, namely, 9 


r We ** 


S RE YEW OY” TION 


1-047 
ee feen fo many faithful ſervants of God go te 


Tau 
i 
4 their reſt, we ſhould endeavour, according to 7 


* the grace which God offers, to make up this 
4% xemarkable decreaſe. To this we are directed 
% by the word which we heard from them; to 
this we are encouraged by the ſhining exam- 
% ple they have left us. Thus, and only thus, 
% ſhall we have joy in that day, when we ſhall 
% appear together with them before the preſence 
« of the Lord jeſus. For all the witneſſes of the 
truth, and the power of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
God has placed before cur eyes, ſhall in that 
„day, if we have not benefited by their word 
% and.walk, bear witneſs againſt us, and in- 
4 creaſe our eternal ſhame. Now then if there 
% be any among us whoſe heart tells him that 
he is one of thoſe who do not walk in the way 
4 of truth, whom the love of the world, a car- 


«© na] temper, and the blindneſs of human wiſ- 


«© dom have enticed to falſe opinions and ill 
& courſes, Jet him now enter into himfelf, ſeek 
grace, life, and ſtrength frem him who is the 
«© way, the truth, and the life; and in the 
© power of the Lord from this time forward in- 
ceſſantly emulate ycur late teacher, that be- 
fore our Lord jeſus Chriſt, and at his glorious 
appearance you may be his joy and crown. 1. 

| „ Theis, 


of the Bible, and to lay out their whole firength in it. 
Fru this mixture of the boly ſcripture, and the Ariflotes 
tian philoſophy, has been produced a monfler, which has 
aid waſte the Lord's field, that the greateſt benefit 
ar hich can been to the church is the preſervation of 
divinity us ſotbificated by any human inventions, and 
eſiabliſbed uniy en the didtates of the divine ſpirit. O 
E Jed time abich is ccnſecr ated td this firgle miditation 
© Jed they allo more and more affly themjelwes ts 
it, and thus [edulcuſiy attend ta the one ibing neceſſury. 


1 
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« Theft 3 ii, 19. O S no longer as a reed toſſed 


cc to and fro with the wind, and do not in the 
* leaſt queſtion the happy iſſue of ſuch a pious 
“ enterprize. Conſider what a cloud of .wit- 
«© neſſes we have before and about us, who to 
<* the end have fought a good fight, and held 
<< faſt the word of faith, in the power of God. 
<£ TCD. M14 2+ Theff. i. 2. Who can doubt 
of the poſſibility of a hing to which God, 
even in our time, ſets ſo many ſeals; think 
how beyond all contradiction this is verified 
«© by the triumphant conſtancy of the bleſſed 
«© Breithaupt. O may the remembrance of this 
valuable man of God powerfully affect us! 
4 may it loudly call out to ev ery one of us, Be 
85 fedfaft, dear brethren, and immoveable, al- 
© ewvays avounding in the work of the Loi d, for qe 
«© know that your labour is not in vain inthe Lord. 
Would we, amidſt ſach remarkable times of 
war, truly awaken ourſelves, and tread in the 
footſteps of our old ſpiritual fathers ; that is, not 
rely on inſufficient earthly wiſdom, but chiefly 
make uſe of the true weapon of ſaith, and ap- 
proach the throne of grace witn confidence and 
prayer, a way would be made for us through every 
obitacle and calamity; we ſhould behold the 


glory of God, our hearts would>eyen be eeſtaſied 
with the radizncy of it. That we may be thus 
prayerof one of 


blefed, let us con lude with a 
thoſe pious fathers: 

O G.d, let thy majeſty and glory fill our 
hearts, and be thou atone great in our ſouls, O 
what ſhame belongs to us that thou art ſo little 


known in thy glory by ſinful creatures! and 


though thou alone art high, thou haſt hitherto 
been low 3 in our eyes. O give us thy holy ff * 
a 


> o* 0 tn: 0 . 


(e - 


and through it declare thyſelf in us, and impart 
to our ſouls great ſtrength, that we may duly re- 
ceive the word which we hear and read; by it 
be drawn to thee, and be eternally united with 
with thee. Gracious and juſt God, we pray 
thee, particularly in theſe menacing times, thou 
wilt in mercy look down on all Chriſtians, and 
particularly Germany; have pity cn it, O God, 
and behold the continual effuſtons of blood. It 
is of thine anger, O God, that we periſh thus, 
and by thine indignation ſo many thouſands are 
ſwept away, and countries are exhauſted of their 
inhabitants; theſe are the effects of thy diſplea- 
ſure, O Almighty God, and thy diſpleaſure we 
have drawn on ourſelves by our fins, and had it 

not been for thy clemency, we ſhould all lon 
ſince have periſned; it is to thy patience 2 
mercy that we owe our continuance on the earth, 
therefore we offer up our praiſes to the riches of 
thy goodneſs, In our ſafety we acknowledge 
thy loug-fuffering, and humbly ſupplicate thee 
to give us grace not to abuſe it, nor obſtinately 
provoke thine anger. Above all things we pray 
that thou wonlcit incline the hearts of kings to 
eace, reconcile them, and ſuggeſt means for 
. about an equitable and laſting peace, 
thet the nations of the world may no longer learn 
war. O great God, that inſtead of ſuch armies 
which ſhed blood, and bear the ſlaughtering ſword, 
thou wouldft, according to thy graciovs promi'e 
ſend troops of evangeliits, bearing the two edged 
ſword of thy word, thit by them mankind might 
be brought to repentance, turn from their ſins, 
and be made partakers of thy glory! O mercifal 
and juit God, may thy kindneſs and faithfulneſs 
be ſe:n in this cur country, and give us to ſee 
the end of the{ocainultnous times, which at pre- 
ſent 


We 
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ſent ſeems to be totally hid from our eyes; be 
merciful to all who are under the ſtroke of thy 
judgments, may they be ſanctiſied to them; may 
they ſee the vanity and ſinfulneſs of their former 
lives, and humble themſelves under thy mighty 
hand! Grant likewiſe that every one among us, 
together with all others who are within the verge 


of thy viſitation, may take, an' account of their 
whole lives, and implore thy mercy in Chriſt for 
their innumerable debts. May all and every one 


commune with themſelves, lay before thee all 
their ſins for remiſſion in Chriſt, not omitting it 
till they are ſummoned and condemned at thy 
tribunal; but let every one ſecure his ſalvation 
dy true repentance and converſion. Ah! Lord, 
let them not reſt in a few tranſitory good motions, 
which laſt no longer than the rod is over them, 
but may every one ſhew himſelf ſtedfaſt and earn- 
eſt in ſeeking thee with their whole heart, and 
turning to thee in conſtant holineſs of life. O 
eternal God, fountain of all good, may this 


prayer come before thee into the habitation of 
thy holineſs; may it aſcend as incenſe before 


thy throne. Hear us, O God, though we are 
unworthy ; hear us in the name of our Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; hear us for the ſake of thy 


gloricus and holy name, and may it be exalted 
in the greatneſs of thy mercy. Grant alſo,- O 
God, that after thou haſt inclined thine ear to 
dur requeſts, we may not ſorget to thank and 


Praiſe thee, but from our hearts magnify thee, 


and ſhew forth thy praiſe in our lips and whole 
lives. This grant for thy infinite love in Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen, Auen. 


THE END, 
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Hage 1, line 2 from the bottom, for Some read 
Hou ſe. 85 

P. 1, I. 9, for A Hction read afliion. 

24, 1. 8, for looe read loſe. A 

27, I. 24, for Franks read Frank. © 


28, J. 5, the ſame. | 
'31, I. 2 from the bottom, for zallonis read a. 


lionts. 


36, 1. 4 from the bottom, for from read form. - 


56, I. 21, for ward read inward. 


G1, 1. 12, for awts read was. 
G2, at the top, inſert, whereas if only tabs or 


three are Killed | 

68, blot out the uppermoſt line. 

70, I. 7 from the bottom, blot out Ss. 

72, |. 17, for wot real not. DO, 

76, l. 4 from the bo:tom, for are Grace read 
of Grace. 

77, I. 14, for Sabbath read Sabaoth. 

79, I. 3, for iadiſpenſibly read indiſpenſably. 

81, |. 22, after believers, inſert not only. 


84, 1. 18, for / read ſun. 
89, 1. 4 from the bottom, for Sabbat5 real 


Sabaoth. 
93» I. 21, for the rel these. 


104, |. 12 of the notes, for æcguirment read æe- 
Al rement. 


205, Ll. 1, for faituful read faithful. 


